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Wieckert Won’t Seek Re-Election
by Rick Sense

My state representative has decided not to seek re-election in November and I am really 
bummed!

Steve Wieckert, representative extraordinaire, called me this past weekend to let me know that 
the time has come for him to step aside from the public arena at this time.  Steve, who is one of 
the hardest working legislators that I have ever met, is also one of the most dedicated to public 
service that I have met as well.

Steve has had much success as a legislator, won numerous awards and recognitions and has 
always been available to his constituents while serving in the Wisconsin State Assembly.  “I 
never thought I’d ever voluntarily leave office.  I love public service, the long days and nights-I 
love it,” Steve told me. In future editions of The Inside Scoop I will report on Steve’s 
contributions to our area, state and country as we approach his last days in office.  One thing I 
will mention in this report however.  Steve has had an ability to bring people to “the table” when 
working on important legislation.  In the past he has been able to bring folks like “Dallas” star 
Larry Hagman and Miss Wisconsin together to support legislation that broke outside the partisan 
realm.  In fact, earlier this month Steve did it again when he and Lance Armstrong teamed up.  
Lance Armstrong, a cancer survivor and 7-time winner of the Tour de France, strongly supports 
Steve’s efforts to make Wisconsin smoke-free.  Wieckert and Armstrong addressed a rally of 
more than 1,000 citizens from around the state who visited their representatives at the capitol to 
lobby in support of smoke-free legislation.
   
A long time friend of Scoop, Steve left the door open for a possible return to public service in the 
future.  He told me, “you never know what the future will bring Rick.”  I hope the future brings a 
return to public service by Steve!

Lance Armstrong and Steve
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Steve’s Announcement
March 21, 2008

“After much prayer and deliberation, I have decided not to seek re-election for the State 
Assembly in 2008. With the unexpected death of my father a few months ago, I must take some 
time to bring to closure a considerable number of Wieckert family business and real estate 
activities. This has been a very difficult decision. I love the work I am doing representing 
Appleton residents at the State Capitol. It has truly been an honor and privilege to serve as a 
State Representative for the past 12 years and I am grateful to my constituents for all of their 
encouragement and inspiration.”

“When I was elected to the State Assembly, my father and I had numerous real estate holdings 
we decided to put on the back burner until a future date so that I would be able to focus my 
attention on my legislative duties. Now with the untimely passing of my dad it is necessary to 
finish the work he and I had started but are unfortunately not able to complete as a team.”

Wieckert noted with appreciation the advice he has received over the years from others who at 
one time represented this 57th district, including Judge Harold Froelich, former Congressman 
Toby Roth and Supreme Court Justice David Prosser.

“I have always tried to build bridges and work with all legislators in finding solutions to the 
challenges Wisconsin faces. I like to be a consensus builder. At the end of the day it is important 
to have results to show for our work. Many bills I have authored have become law.  I am very 
appreciative of the help of many Democrat and Republican legislators working together as a 
team to make this happen.”

Wieckert noted that some of his most meaningful accomplishments included passing a law to 
promote organ donation named Cody’s Law, which was since enacted in 13 other states, creating 
Senior Care, Wisconsin’s drug assistance program for seniors and advancing a statewide 
spending cap that limits the growth of government spending, establishing a foundation which 
may help lower Wisconsin taxes in the future, which passed the assembly by a large bipartisan 
margin of over 70 votes.

After closing out the family business and real estate holdings, Wieckert plans to explore private 
or public sector opportunities in the Appleton area. “Although I will not be running for re-
election in November, I am hopeful that there will be future opportunities for public service.
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Hillary Lied, Do You Believe It?
by Mr. Itsso Obvious

Page 5

Editor’s note--The Inside Scoop is pleased to announce that world renown investigative 
reporter Mr. Itsso Obvious has joined the editorial team of The Inside Scoop with this issue.
Obvious, the author of such break-through investigative pieces as “Ice is Cold; Fire is Hot,” 
“Gravity Works,” “Yes, My Hair Is Real,” and “Don’t Buy Stuff if You Don’t Have the 
Money,” begins his editorial run with the Scoop focusing on the 2008 presidential race.

Recently I learned that Senator Hillary Clinton, while campaigning for president of the United 
States, lied. And not just once; it seems that she has been fibbing while on the campaign trail 
about her run-in with sniper fire traveling as First Lady into some, by her estimation, “pretty 
dangerous places.” This revelation came as a complete shock to this writer.

In her more than 30 year career in public service Clinton has been a paragon of truth. She has 
been completely above reproach on her profits from cattle futures, her dealings with the White 
House travel team, and her life-long love of the Yankees just to name a few. For a presidential 
candidate with her impressive ethical background I simply find it difficult to believe that the 
First Lady turned Senator has lied about experiencing sniper fire while representing the United 
States abroad.

I mean really, why would she lie?  Why would she put her pristine reputation on the line in such 
a stupid and unnecessary way?  Her resume, already populated with numerous successes such as 
health care reform during her husband’s presidency, doesn’t need the padding.  I can’t believe 
she would try and get people to believe in an image of her that isn’t really true.  

This is just unfathomable to this writer.  I suppose the next thing someone will claim is that a 
former Clinton official, while visiting the Library of Congress, tried to steal documents by 
stuffing them down his pants.  I mean really, just how dumb do you think I am?

Save the Date!!
Wisconsin Right to Life event in Appleton on June 12th at 5:30 PM.

Jason Jones will speak on the up-coming 08 elections and on Right To
Life issues in these elections
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Change Equals Hate?
by Rick Sense

Editor of The Inside Scoop

Page 6
(see Robin Marohn’s response following)

I read Senator Obama’s speech today. I was struck by its content.

Based on Senator Obama’s definition of change, I would think he would define true change as 
about reaching out to those that preach hate and try to convert. For 20 years Sen. Obama had, 
I’m sure, 100s, if not thousands, of opportunities to try and invoke change in Rev. Wright’s 
sermons and line of thought. After all Rev. Wright was like family.

I’m an elder at my church, I have close contact with my Pastor-I would even say that my 
relationship with my Pastor is very similar to the one between Sen. Obama and Rev. Wright. He 
has baptized one of my sons, we have shared many experiences - we have even wept together. 
The concern I have with how that ‘relationship’ is described in Senator Obama’s speech is that I 
don’t hear Sen. Obama talking about the “many” times he rebuked his pastor about his messages 
of hate. 

I have rebuked my pastor over the years, as he has me-hence the relationship we have after 10 
years. I don’t think there has been “a whole lot of rebuking going on” in the Sen. Obama-Rev. 
Wright relationship. 

One final thought on this is; preacher-heal thyself. To hear the Rev. Wright preach from his 
pulpit and violate the intent of thou shalt not murder (hate speech) and knowingly break the 
Second Commandment about taking the name of the Lord God in vain while ministering to his 
flock….a very tough thing to defend my liberal friends. Hillary is looking better every day I 
think, McCain even better.

Political or Racial Divide?
by Robin Marohn

“From Left Field” Columnist for The Inside Scoop

Pages 6-7

Some very thoughtful and cogent points – with which many I agree. I’m particularly troubled by 
the “why didn’t he leave the church” scenario.

Bishop Morlino, the Bishop for the Madison Diocese, delivered an edict to all Priests prior to the 
2004 election, ordering them to play, “without comment,” his recording regarding “life issues.”
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In essence, he piously inferred that any Catholic who voted for a candidate who supported stem 
cell research or one who didn’t support the Constitutional Amendment on Marriage was damned 
to the fires of hell. This was from a man who still sits on the Advisory Board for the “re-
branded” School for the Americas.

I’ve never stepped foot in a Madison Catholic Church since that Sunday. In fact, I can count on 
one hand how many times I’ve been to Mass since, and it was that moment listening to Bishop 
Morlino that pushed me over the precipice after an increasingly troubled time with The Church.
That’s my conundrum. Bishop Morlino’s comments hardly match those of Reverend Wright. I 
walked out. Obama didn’t. While he’s still my man for the job I hope it’s clear it’s not blind 
support or support without a little angst now and then.

But as he said in his speech: “America is the greatest nation in the history of world. I hope 
you’ll join me as we try and change it.” Just because it’s great doesn’t mean it can’t be greater.
I’m completely and thoroughly exhausted with alleged “thoughts” from alleged “thinkers” 
simply being forwarded on through cyberspace meant to do nothing more than inflame, divide
and paralyze.

Is That Really the Road 
We Want America to Take?

By Jean Hundertmark

Pages 7-8

I recently found myself sitting in the waiting room of a doctor’s office, when my attention turned 
to the TV screen above me.  A reporter on one of the news channels was interviewing several 
CEO’s who were attending a business summit.  The subject was the state of health care in 
America. 

Each CEO mentioned Hillary Clinton’s national health care agenda, politely and demurely 
dismissing it because “details of the plan weren’t readily available”.  But, they each had very 
definite ideas about what can and should be done, both in the private and public sectors.
The leaders believed that the current state of market-based health care in this country isn’t all 
that bad.  The quality of our medical care is the best in the world. Increasing cost transparencies 
and consumer choices are helping to stabilize the market (one mentioned that his employees 
were becoming more involved in their health care decisions because of their new health savings 
accounts).  
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They all believed that if change to a national system occurred, business should be at the table in 
the design phase. (Obviously, that’s because government likes to do new programs and then give 
the bill to private business.) 

Finally, they thought that the government should clean up the problems with Medicare and 
Medicaid before it even considered tackling a more complete national plan.  (Both programs are 
administrative nightmares for states, counties, and health care providers.)

It was readily apparent that these guys get it.  A market-based system with consumers making 
choices is still the best delivery and payment system for America.  Oh, sure, improvement is 
needed.  Processes can be streamlined to stabilize costs.  Patients should be empowered to 
prevent and manage chronic diseases.  

And, as a society and a government, we all have a responsibility to take care of people who 
cannot (please note there is a difference here between cannot and will not) take care of 
themselves.
But the good news is that our health care system is continually evolving into a better model.  
Local and national leaders in the field are putting patients first.  Health care systems seeking best 
practices are becoming commonplace.  

The scary part of national plans embraced by democrats is that once we start going down the 
road to a complete national health care system, it will never be able to be dismantled.  Never.   
Never is a long time.  And, one day, our health care system may look like a shabby public 
housing unit that was a product of good intentions, but in the end, turned out really bad.  And 
we’ll be tenants for life.

The Democrats are ready to lead us in that direction.   But is that really the road we want 
America to take?

Can You Afford an Extra $1,306 in Taxes?
by John Gard

of The Inside Scoop

Pages 8-9

Can you afford an extra $1,306 in taxes?  Steve Kagen thinks you can. 

$1,306 is the average tax increase each and every taxpayer in Northeast Wisconsin can expect 
under the federal budget plan Steve Kagen and his liberal allies in Congress recently passed.  





tightening our belt, cutting unnecessary spending and
did not resort to raising taxes on families, consumers and businesses.

This week, Senate Democrats passed a bill that moves in the opposite direction. Instead of 
reducing state government spending, Senate Democrat
people who need hospital care, hometown businesses that operate across state lines and 
consumers who buy merchandise over the Internet. Their “tax first, spend more” approach is 
very reminiscent of the original state 
summer.

The time has now come to resolve the differences between the budget repair plan offered by 
Governor Doyle and the distinctly different proposals approved by the state Assembly and the 
state Senate. The approach I will take to reach consensus will be based on two simple principles. 
First, the people of Wisconsin are looking to us to close the shortfall without raising taxes. 
Second, this is a budget repair bill, and as such it should not be used
budget battles.

I am encouraged by the discussions that I have had this week with Governor Doyle, Senate 
Majority Leader Russ Decker and my legislative colleagues. It is very clear that a near
solution is preferable to a protracted debate, and I am optimistic about the possibility of reaching 
consensus. When we do, the full Legislature will be called back into Special Session to approve 
the bipartisan agreement. As of this writing, I do not know whether consensus can be reac
days or weeks, but it is my hope it will be sooner rather than later.

      Michael Gableman         Carrie Schneider        

Scoop Endorses…

Pages 10-11

Judge Michael Gableman for Wisconsin Supreme Court
Judge Gableman is the clear choice 
District Attorney’s and sheriffs-Republicans and Democrats
because he is tough and independent and he brings commo
common sense that is needed on the Supreme Court to protect Wisconsin from becoming a state 

tightening our belt, cutting unnecessary spending and dipping into the savings account. And we 
did not resort to raising taxes on families, consumers and businesses.

This week, Senate Democrats passed a bill that moves in the opposite direction. Instead of 
reducing state government spending, Senate Democrats are asking for more money from sick 
people who need hospital care, hometown businesses that operate across state lines and 
consumers who buy merchandise over the Internet. Their “tax first, spend more” approach is 
very reminiscent of the original state budget approved by the Democrat-controlled Senate last 

The time has now come to resolve the differences between the budget repair plan offered by 
Governor Doyle and the distinctly different proposals approved by the state Assembly and the 

nate. The approach I will take to reach consensus will be based on two simple principles. 
First, the people of Wisconsin are looking to us to close the shortfall without raising taxes. 
Second, this is a budget repair bill, and as such it should not be used as opportunity to re

I am encouraged by the discussions that I have had this week with Governor Doyle, Senate 
Majority Leader Russ Decker and my legislative colleagues. It is very clear that a near

otracted debate, and I am optimistic about the possibility of reaching 
consensus. When we do, the full Legislature will be called back into Special Session to approve 
the bipartisan agreement. As of this writing, I do not know whether consensus can be reac
days or weeks, but it is my hope it will be sooner rather than later.

Carrie Schneider        Dan Hoff              Jim Duncan

Wisconsin Supreme Court
Judge Gableman is the clear choice in Tuesday’s Supreme Court race.  Most of Wisconsin’s 

Republicans and Democrats-have endorsed Judge Gableman 
because he is tough and independent and he brings common sense to the bench.  It is this type of 
common sense that is needed on the Supreme Court to protect Wisconsin from becoming a state 
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that chases away business and development.  There is more at stack in this election than has been 
portrayed during the campaign and a Gableman victory will keep Wisconsin from aggressively 
moving in the wrong direction.

District Attorney Carrie Schneider for Outagamie County Branch 3 Judge
DA Schneider has an impressive resume that clearly outshines her opponent’s.  Carrie started the 
county’s first domestic violence prosecution unit and planned and created a county-wide team 
focusing on the review of domestic violence and child death cases.  Carrie also organized the 
first advanced domestic violence training for law enforcement and is recognized as a national 
leader on domestic violence by being selected as the Wisconsin representative to attend the 
National Summit on Domestic Violence. She has also secured grant funding for initiatives that 
have saved taxpayers more than $1.5million.  Carrie will provide experienced leadership to 
protect our families and Outagamie County taxpayers.

Dan Hoff for Outagamie County Branch 2 Judge
Dan Hoff has the experience necessary to assume the role of Judge in Outagamie County.  Hoff’s 
tough on crime approach contrasts his opponent’s unwillingness to put a seven-time drunk 
driver, who had a blood alcohol level nearly seven-times the legal limit, behind bars.  Dan will 
not legislate from the bench and he will work hard to protect the citizens of Outagamie County.

Jim Duncan for Grand Chute Town Supervisor
The Scoop is proud to endorse James Duncan for Grand Chute Town Board Supervisor, because 
we believe that performance is the best politics. Whether finding creative ways to save the 
county $1.3 million annually or talking the County and Town governments into working with 
non-profit groups on April Aire.  Jim has proven his leadership and supports open, honest, and 
effective government that will serve The Town of Grand Chute well.  Past performance is the 
best predictor of future success. 
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The Governor’s Budget Repair Bill
More Borrowing, Raiding, and Taxing

by Wisconsin State Representative
Kevin Petersen

Pages 12-13

The Governor requires in his budget repair proposal that the Department of Administration 
(DOA) lapse or transfer $219.4 million from Executive branch state agencies to the General 
Fund. 

He specifies that no more than $293 million could be cut from the Department of Transportation 
under this provision and the requirement under Wisconsin Act 20 (November’s budget). 
Following the above moves, $190 million would then be authorized in General Obligation 
Bonding for state highway rehabilitation, major highway development, and southeast Wisconsin 
freeway projects. The $190 million bond money will be placed in the Transportation Fund 
account, and the original $190 million that was placed in this account through last year’s budget 
will be transferred to the state’s General Purpose Revenue fund. 

What’s actually going on? The Governor is calling for a $219.4 million dollar cut. But in reality, 
he once again pulls out the state credit card and backfills the cut with Transportation Bonding 
(borrowing). 

Since the Governor first took office in 2003, the Transportation Fund has been raided of 
approximately $1.2 billion. A memo dated March 12, 2008 from the non-partisan Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau estimates that annual General Fund debt service payments on this amount to be 
$90.5 million per year. His additional $190 million in bonding will add roughly $20.5 million per 
year on the state’s debt payment for the next 20 years.

Next, the Governor proposes to raid the Federal Real ID Act Implementation Fund. Provided in 
last fall’s budget was $9.8 million to implement changes needed for compliance with the federal 
Real ID Act. The Governor’s budget repair bill requires the Joint Committee on Finance to
transfer $5 million to the state’s General Fund, leaving only $4.8 million to implement real ID. 
This is a direct fund raid on a program set up to prove a person’s identity and cut down on illegal 
immigration. 

This summer, expect to be inundated with reports promoting a “hospital assessment”, also 
referred to as a “Sick Tax.” The “Sick Tax” imposes a 0.7% tax on hospitals’ gross patient 
revenue and would collect approximately $415 million in the budget biennium. In addition, this 
$415 million would be matched with federal tax funds. 
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The flaws with this idea are as follows. First, the Wisconsin Department of Health and Family 
Services (DHFS) would be required to re-distribute the assessed money back to hospitals via a 
public to private pay ratio. In general, most rural hospitals will not get their tax assessment 
returned, whereas large hospitals in Milwaukee and Madison will get a majority of the money. 
Second, the same Fiscal Bureau memo mentioned above shows the Governor plans to skim $125 
million of the tax assessment and place it in the General Fund. 

Third, no business assumes the cost of an increased tax. The tax will reflect on higher hospital 
costs which will be paid for by you – the patient. 

The Governor targets getting $6 million from Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs). His plan is 
to modify the method of calculating net income for real estate deductions currently allowed by 
federal law in computing federal income tax. In return, Wisconsin would charge a state income 
and franchise tax on these federal deductions. 

Plain language, he is increasing the Wisconsin real estate tax for most major businesses in 
Wisconsin who have their corporate headquarters in another state. Remember, all business tax 
increases are eventually passed on to you – the consumer. 

Another move of the Governor is to transfer $30 million from the Permanent Endowment Fund 
to Medical Assistance. You may be asking – what the heck is that? Simply, he is selling the State 
of Wisconsin Tobacco Securitization money. 

He proposes to sell the rights of the settlement from years 2019 to 2027. If this move proceeds, 
the state will have sold out $2.1 billion from the tobacco lawsuit settlement for two up front 
payments totaling $1.1 billion. In other words, taxpayers will have lost $900 million in future 
revenue for a cash up front quick fix. 

Lastly the Governor takes $11 million dedicated for library aid from 2008-09 General Purpose 
Revenue Fund and replaces it with $11 million in Segregated Funding from the Universal 
Service Fund. 

The Universal Service Fund receives its money through assessments on annual gross operating 
revenues from intrastate telecommunications providers. The additional $11 million Segregated 
Funding will be assessed as an increased tax by the Public Service Commission (PSC) directly to 
your phone bill. 

In conclusion, the state is not in budget trouble because it taxes too little. It is in budget trouble 
because it spends too much. Wisconsin’s families and businesses cannot afford the Governor’s 
Budget Repair Bill of borrowing, raiding and taxing. 
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Turning Down Federal Aid to 
Improve Security?

by Wisconsin State Assembly Speaker
Mike Huebsch

Page 14

On May 11, 2005, President Bush signed into law the federal Real ID Act. Based on the
recommendations of the 9/11 Commission, this new law prohibits states from issuing a driver’s 
license or renewing an existing license to any person who cannot provide proof of citizenship. 
Recognizing the importance of keeping driver’s licenses out of the hands of illegal aliens, my 
Assembly Republican colleagues and I have led the fight to bring Wisconsin into compliance 
with this law.

The 2007-09 state budget set aside approximately $21 million for the implementation of federal 
Real ID Act. Rather than providing these funds directly to the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation, the money was put in a reserve account for distribution when the federal 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) provided states with the specific implementation 
requirements. In January, DHS issued their final rules for states to follow.

With this information, we assumed the Doyle Administration would move quickly to bring 
Wisconsin into compliance with the federal Real ID Act. New information has come to light that 
calls into question the Administration’s commitment to taking immediate action on this 
important homeland security issue.

In his budget repair plan, Governor Doyle proposed using $5 million of the $21 million in the 
reserve account for state implementation of the federal Real ID Act to close the budget shortfall. 
We also found out the Doyle Administration missed the deadline for federal grant funding 
through the 2008 Real ID Demonstration Grant Program. Under this program, states are eligible 
for more than $79 million in grants to implement Real ID. Thankfully, the DHS extended the 
grant application deadline until April 4.

Needless to say, Assembly Republicans are not pleased with the Governor’s actions and we are 
working to fix this problem. First of all, in the budget repair plan approved by the state Assembly 
we rejected the Governor’s plan to take money out of the state Real ID implementation reserve 
account. Secondly, State Representative Joan Ballweg (R-Markesan), Chair of the Assembly 
Homeland Security and State Preparedness Committee, has sent a letter to Governor Doyle 
encouraging him to apply for the federal Demonstration Grant Program funding and move 
forward with implementing Real ID in Wisconsin as soon as possible. Let’s hope Governor 
Doyle heeds our advice.
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Senate Democrats Attack Wisconsin Business

Page 16

“The so-called ‘budget repair bill’ being put forward by the Senate Democrats is nothing more 
than an all-out attack on Wisconsin businesses,” said Senator Ted Kanavas (RBrookfield) after 
the Senate Finance Committee passed their budget repair bill (March 2008 Special Session 
AB 1) out of committee on March 21, 2008.

“Senate Democrats admit they are going after the ‘nameless, faceless corporations’ in our state 
and shaking them down for money to fill the hole in their budget instead of cutting spending like 
any responsible business would.

“Companies in Wisconsin are run by named individuals with faces that employ millions of 
people in Wisconsin every day. They also pay taxes that provide many of the services and 
benefits we enjoy. The idea that we need to increase taxes on businesses and make it harder for 
them to remain in Wisconsin, is ridiculous. Senate Democrats should just be honest and admit 
that they are more interested in spending tax dollars than they are in helping Wisconsin 
businesses be successful.

“We cannot compete with states like Minnesota if we continue to run businesses out of our state.
Minnesota already has more individuals in the top ten percent of wage earners than Wisconsin 
does. The Twin Cities continue to flourish while Milwaukee loses wealth. This business tax 
increase by the Senate Democrats is just another nail in our economic coffin. Driving 
corporations out of Wisconsin drains wealth from our state, rather than increasing it. The next 
nameless, faceless corporation out the door may be Miller Brewing and the Senate Democrat 
plan does nothing to keep them in Milwaukee.

“We need to consider options that grow the amount of wealth in our state. Any option that hurts 
corporations hurts taxpayers in Wisconsin. The Senate Democrats want to ignore this reality.
Unfortunately, doing so puts everyone in Wisconsin at risk of an even bleaker economic future in 
the short and long run.”
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Democrats Raise Taxes on Employers Even 
as Workers Lose Their Jobs

Page 17

On the same day the federal government reports that Wisconsin’s job losses are among the 
highest in the nation, Senate Democrats voted along party lines to raise taxes on Wisconsin’s 
employers by $100 million, Senate Republican Leader Scott Fitzgerald (R-Juneau) said.

“You can’t create jobs by making it more expensive to run a business in Wisconsin,” Fitzgerald 
said.  “The Democrats are putting their desire to spend even more taxpayer money ahead of the 
well being of Wisconsin families trying to cope with an economic slowdown.  It’s flat-out 
irresponsible to put people’s jobs in jeopardy just to satisfy the Democrats’ appetite for more 
government spending.”

According to the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau, Senate Bill 510 requires Wisconsin 
employers to pay $100 million in higher corporate taxes.  This is more than a 10% increase in 
corporate income tax collections.  SB 510 would radically alter the corporate tax system in 
Wisconsin, forcing businesses to spend even more money on top of the additional taxes to ensure 
compliance with these sweeping new regulations. 

As the nation continues to grip with an economic slowdown, Wisconsin workers already have 
been hit harder than most.  In a report released today by the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Wisconsin had the third highest rate of job loss in the nation in 2007 and was one of only six 
states to lose more jobs than were created.  Job losses fuel the slowdown cycle because they 
reduce consumer spending leading to even tighter business budgets leading to even more job 
losses when the vicious cycle begins again.

“The Democrats just don’t get it.  Raising taxes on employers makes job losses more likely, plain 
and simple,” Fitzgerald said.  “One hundred million dollars can employ a lot of people, but the 
Democrats would rather use it to fill government’s coffers than fill workers’ pockets.”
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Pushing Economic Development in a Slowing 
Economy

by Wisconsin State Representative
Phil Montgomery

Pages 18-19

At the beginning of this legislative session, many economic development initiatives were 
proposed with the input of the Governor and the Assembly. Some of these initiatives were 
included in the budget, but some were postponed and brought forward in subsequent legislation.
Most of these subsequent proposals were passed by the Assembly. In these slowing economic 
times these proposals would help bring jobs and economic development to Wisconsin.

The Assembly passed a bill that would create a 50% tax credit for businesses that pay for their 
employee's tuition. If the employee is of low-income, the credit is 75%. We should promote 
education and reward businesses that share those values. An educated workforce is a productive 
workforce. This bill passed the Assembly, but was not voted on in the Senate.

Assembly Bill 741 is a proposal to clean up economic development programs administered by 
our state agencies. There are currently 152 economic development programs in eight state 
agencies. An audit of these programs identified 23 that were inactive at some point during the 
audit and one-third of the grants and loans were awarded to Milwaukee, Dane and Rock 
Counties.

This bill would consolidate these programs into clear categories and require annual reports from 
agencies about their economic development efforts. This bill passed both houses and is awaiting 
the Governor's approval.

The Assembly passed a bill to eliminate the state capital gains tax if the gains are reinvested in 
Wisconsin. Assembly Bill 671 would keep business in Wisconsin and promote reinvestment in 
our local communities. By eliminating the 40% tax on capital gains, businesses will keep capital 
in Wisconsin instead of moving it to other, more tax friendly states. This proposal passed the 
Assembly, but has not been voted on in the Senate.

Our state agreed in the last budget to expand Angel Investment Tax Credits. These credits 
encourage investment in Wisconsin companies and promotes business formation in Wisconsin.
Assembly Bill 557 and 598 expands these credits, increases the number of businesses available 
for these credits, and offers lower interest rates for some businesses who employ over 100 
employees. These bills passed the Assembly unanimously, but were not voted on in the Senate.

The Assembly also passed a number of bills creating tax credit programs targeted at the 
burgeoning business sectors in our nation. These credits are aimed at the nanotechnology and 
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bio-technology fields. Also, they target research and development in these fields and 
manufacturing as well. These bills passed the Assembly, but were not taken up by the Senate.

I am happy to see the Assembly working in a bipartisan manner to pass many of these bills. We 
should be working toward creating business in our state in these hard economic times. If 
government continues to tax and spend at a level unsustainable by our families' incomes, we will 
continue to see budget deficits and businesses fleeing from our state. Keeping capital in 
Wisconsin and by making our state business friendly we will weather these economic hard times 
and set ourselves up for a prosperous future.

Vote Yes on April 1 to Kill the Frankenstein Veto
By Wisconsin State Senator

Mary Lazich

Pages 19-20

“Few votes are as obvious and easy as this one.”

That’s what a Wisconsin State Journal editorial says about the statewide referendum that will be 
on the April 1 ballot asking voters whether they want to get rid of or keep the governor’s 
Frankenstein veto power.

I co-sponsored the constitutional amendment that will prohibit Wisconsin governors, Republican 
or Democrat, from using their expansive veto power to form new words, phrases or sentences to 
authorize spending the Legislature never approved.

The constitutional amendment will read:

“QUESTION 1: Partial veto. Shall section 10 (1) (c) of article V of the constitution be amended 
to prohibit the governor, in exercising his or her partial veto authority, from creating a new 
sentence by combining parts of two or more sentences of the enrolled bill?”

The appropriate answer is “yes.”

Here’s a reminder of what prompted the constitutional amendment and why the
Frankenstein veto must go. Governor Doyle used his partial veto 139 times on the 
2005-07 state budget. One of his Frankenstein vetoes increased a transfer from the transportation 
fund to the general fund from $268 million to $427 million.
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He accomplished the veto by crossing out 752 words, putting together individual words from 
unrelated sentences to form a new sentence. To achieve the $427 million figure, he took 
individual digits from five sets of numbers.

Governor Doyle also utilized the Frankenstein veto in the 2007-09 state budget.
He used his veto authority to eliminate the levy limit placed on technical colleges.
The budget approved by the Legislature had imposed a cap on growth for technical colleges at 
four percent.

The Governor also used his veto pen to relax the limit placed on local governments by allowing 
municipalities to increase their levies by 3.86 percent or the rate of new construction for 
2007.The Governor’s actions almost certainly signal increases in local property taxes, especially 
for technical colleges that have seen the largest increases of any portion of local property tax 
bills in recent years.

Should Wisconsin voters strike down the Frankenstein veto, Wisconsin’s governor will still 
possess the most powerful veto of any governor in the country.  The governor would still be able 
to:
• Reduce spending amounts by eliminating numbers (striking a zero, for example, to cut an 
appropriation from $100,000 to $10,000)
• Reduce spending amounts by writing in lower figures

The abuse of the Governor’s veto authority must end. You have an opportunity to end the budget 
shenanigans. The vote on April 1 is to get rid of the Frankenstein veto.

Columbian Free Trade Agreement will Foster 
Democracy and National Security

By Camille Q. Solberg

Pages 20-21

The U.S. Small Business Administrator, Steven Preston said that growth exports are an important 
part of moving the economy forward.  Three years ago this November, the Free Trade 
Agreement between the U.S. and Colombia was originally signed. Today this agreement is 
waiting its turn before Congress to be ratified. Currently U.S. exports to Colombia are facing a 
tariff of to 35%. If the agreement is ratified, it will eliminate tariff on more than 80% of all 
American exports that are either industrial or consumer goods. Over time all the tariffs will be 
eliminated.

This would equal great economic gain for both countries according to Preston. 



21

The benefits that this agreement would bring to Colombian products of small businessman, 
farmers and others in the industrial field include permanent preferential access to the U.S. 
market. During last week’s U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (USHCC) Legislative 
Conference in Washington, D.C., Board Chairman David C. Lizarraga said, “As in the past years, 
we look forward to working with the White House to shape policy for the Nation’s Hispanic 
business community and to serve as a platform for key policy issues concerning small - and 
medium- size businesses that are vital contributors.”
     
The Bush Administration has made international trade a high priority. Bush would like to see the 
nation’s agreements grow from three to fourteen countries. The three countries with pending trade 
agreements include Panama, South Korea and Colombia. The Administration feels this partnership
will advance national security by empowering a democratic ally which will send a very strong 
message to the region. An important issue facing the region bordering Colombia is the great 
instability in the surrounding countries of Venezuela and Ecuador. Recently, troops of these two 
countries were gathering at the border of Columbia as a show of force. 
    
The leadership of  President Alvaro Uribe is fighting and  winning the war on drugs, crime and 
terrorism which concerns the neighboring leaders seeking to destabilize the region. Since the year 
2002 Colombia has seen a drop in kidnapping of 83%, terrorist attacks by 76% and murders by 
40%. With economic growth, corruption in this nation can become a thing of the past by 
reinforcing democracy, accountability thus following the rule of law. Colombians like never before 
would radically benefit  through sustained economic growth, new employment opportunities and 
increased investments. 

Colombia has heavily invested in their police presence to bring security to roads that before were 
rarely used due to violence. Now, the traffic through these roads has increased. Prioritizing this 
legislation in Congress is key for U.S.–Colombia future relations. The security and economic 
stability of Columbia is dependent on strong US ties especially in a time where there is growing 
instability in the region.  

Solberg- Quiros is a Federal Drug Free Communities Commissioner, Hispanic activist and 
Nationally published columnist. She resides in New London, Wisconsin.
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Earmark Transparency Act (AB 739) 
Passes Assembly

Bill will bring public attention to pork requests, help weed out 
wasteful spending.

Page 22

The state Assembly took action on March 13 to end the culture of pork barrel spending that has 
permeated state budgets in recent years. The Earmark Transparency Act, authored by 
Representative Rich Zipperer (R-Pewaukee), was approved by the Assembly by a voice vote.

“Wisconsin has a long and distinguished history of government reform and weeding out 
government waste, highlighted by Senator Proxmire’s Golden Fleece awards for wasteful 
spending,” said Zipperer. “Today, the Assembly joined that proud history and voted to bring 
reform to our state budget process as well.”

The Earmark Transparency Act requires that the Legislative Fiscal Bureau prepare an ‘Earmark
Transparency Report’ and that the report be released to the public for 48 hours before the Joint
Committee on Finance, the Assembly, or the Senate can approve a budget bill. The report will 
bring to light all earmarks, including the cost, location, beneficiary, and requesting representative 
or senator.

The legislation also prohibits state agencies from requesting earmarks when submitting their 
budget requests to the Department of Administration, and it prohibits a conference committee 
from inserting ‘airdrops’ into the budget. Airdrops are earmarks or non-fiscal policy items 
inserted into a conference committee budget that were not previously approved during any step 
of the budget process.

“The Earmark Transparency Act brings important steps for public awareness to our budget 
process by requiring that every pet project in the budget bill include the name of the business or 
individual who will benefit from it and the name of the elected official who requested it. I don’t 
think it is too much to ask that we let the taxpayers of this state know how their money is being 
spent, and who it is being spent on, before we vote on budget bills,” said Zipperer.

The Earmark Transparency Act has public support from a wide range of groups, including 
Americans for Prosperity and the Wisconsin Public Interest Research Group (WISPIRG). It now 
moves to the state Senate for consideration.
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Wieckert Bill Creating Waste, Fraud, and 
Mismanagement Hotline Passes Assembly

Bill now goes to Governor’s desk

Page 23

On March 11, the Assembly passed legislation authored by State Representative
Steve Wieckert (R-Appleton) and State Senator Julie Lassa (D-Stevens Point) which would 
create a hotline allowing state employees and concerned citizens to report on waste, fraud, and 
mismanagement in state government (SB 86).

The hotline is to be located in the offices of the Legislative Audit Bureau, where the calls are to 
be reviewed and investigated by the audit staff. The agency also has the authority to involve any 
state agency in the investigation.

“I believe this hotline will make it easier for conscientious citizens and state employees to report 
any waste, fraud, or abuse of state resources” Wieckert said. Wieckert also noted, he is hopeful 
the mere presence of a hotline will help ensure state resources are used in the most efficient and 
productive ways possible, reducing temptations to misuse tax payer funded resources and 
encourage the highest levels of accountability for using government resources.

He is hopeful this hotline will have a proactive, preventive effect.

This hotline concept has been used effectively in Oregon Wieckert noted. The Oregon hotline 
found $233,000 in employee theft and $30,000 in improper use of grants in a short period of 
time. 22 other states already have similar versions of this hotline.

Assembly Passes Government Checkbook 
Disclosure Act

Pages 23-24

Wisconsin taxpayers may soon be able to monitor much more closely how the state spends their 
money thanks to a bipartisan proposal passed today by the State Assembly by a strong bi-
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partisan vote of 81-16. Assembly Bill 862 is authored by Rep. Robin Vos (RCaledonia), Rep. 
Bill Kramer (R-Waukesha) and Senator Robert Wirch D-Kenosha). The bill – named the 
Government Checkbook Disclosure Act – would require the Department of Administration to 
create a website where citizens can view all state expenditures over $100.

“The only way to reign in the monstrous spending habits of government is to make the spenders 
accountable to the people,” said Vos. “Politicians in Madison will think twice about big spending 
projects when they know Wisconsin taxpayers are paying attention to where their money is 
going.”

The idea for the website is modeled after the bipartisan Federal Funding and Accountability 
Transparency Act – written by Senators Barack Obama(D-IL) and Tom Coburn (R-OK). This 
website allows citizens to monitor contract activity at the federal level. It can be found at 
www.usaspending.gov.

Because of the popularity and wide bipartisan support of this idea by such divergent groups as 
Grover Norquist’s Americans for Tax Reform and Ralph Nader’s Public Citizen, many states 
have followed suit and created state-based transparency websites.
The website will serve as a one-stop-shop where taxpayers can view expenditures made by every 
state agency. It will make available terms and recipients of contracts and grants, salary and 
benefit information and digitized copies of checks written by agencies for anything over $100.

The proposal now goes to the State Senate for their consideration.

Vos continued: “If people on opposite sides of the spectrum like Ralph Nader and Grover 
Norquist can agree that disclosure is a good idea, and with such a wide bi-partisan vote, I am 
hopeful that the State Senate will take up this good government measure before they adjourn 
their session.”

AG Van Hollen Launches Campaign on Dangers of 
Internet Predators

Pages 24-25

Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen announced a new public education campaign warning parents 
about the danger of online sex predators at a press conference held in the State Capitol earlier 
this month.  The public education campaign involves the airing of television and radio spots 
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throughout Wisconsin in conjunction with the Wisconsin Broadcasters Association’s Public 
Education Program.  The campaign supplements the Department of Justice’s ongoing efforts to 
educate communities, parents, and children about the dangers of online predators. 

According to Van Hollen, there are over 15,000 internet protocol addresses in Wisconsin 
containing and offering to distribute known images of child pornography.  One in seven children 
are asked by an adult online to engage in sexual activities, sexual talk, or provide personal sexual 
information.  

The Attorney General has placed a priority on law enforcement’s proactive response to the 
growing problem of internet crimes against children.  To that end, the Attorney General has 
directed a 67% increase in the number of special agents assigned to the Internet Crimes Against 
Children (ICAC) Task Force within the Division of Criminal Investigation and will also be 
bringing on board additional computer forensic analysts to support investigations and 
prosecutions of Internet Crimes Against Children.   In addition to expanding investigative 
capacity internally, Van Hollen and the Department of Justice have continued to add additional 
local affiliates to the Wisconsin ICAC Task Force.  The number of local law enforcement 
partners to the Department of Justice’s ICAC Task Force has more than doubled to 53 in the past 
year.  A list of affiliates is included below.

Although the Department of Justice has continued to strengthen its investigative capacity, Van 
Hollen says that internet safety begins at home.  The new public education campaign is designed 
to encourage parents to more actively engage their children and watch their children’s online 
behavior.  “The danger of victimization, physical violence, sexually transmitted diseases, and 
mental health implications require parents to continue the dialogue with their children and 
monitor activities both on- and off-line,” Van Hollen said.  “This public education program 
highlights this necessity.”  

To see the new television spots and to hear the radio spots, please visit the Department of 
Justice’s home page at http://www.doj.state.wi.us/.  The website also contains additional 
information about the Wisconsin Department of Justice’s Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force Unit. 

Additional information about the Wisconsin Broadcasters Associations Non-Commercial 
Sustaining Announcement/Public Education Program is available at http://www.wi-
broadcasters.org/. 

A description of the investigative activities of the Wisconsin Internet Crimes Against Children 
Task Force is detailed in a May 2007 Department of Justice report, Internet Crimes Against 
Children, Priority Needs For Our Top Priority: Kids.  That report is available at 
http://www.doj.state.wi.us/news/files/ICACReport.pdf. 
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USBC Board Votes Its 
Intention to Move 

Headquarters from Wisconsin 
to Texas

(Senator Ted Kanavas’ 
Reaction Follows)

Pages 26-28

The United States Bowling Congress Board of Directors has given approval to announce its 
intention to relocate the organization's headquarters to Arlington, Texas, where it will reside with 
the Bowling Proprietors' Association of America. 

The decision, made during a meeting Sunday in Atlanta, came after presentations were made by 
officials from Arlington and Milwaukee, the homes of the BPAA and USBC, respectively. 

"This is a great day for bowling. Relocating to Arlington would allow for the creation of an 
international bowling campus. We can set the foundation for tremendous growth and 
opportunities for decades to come," said USBC President Jeff Bojé. "Both cities made excellent 
presentations and either would have been good locations for USBC. The Board decided 
Arlington would be the best location should the USBC receive approval of investment from the 
Texas Enterprise Fund." 

Contingent upon TEF approval, USBC Headquarters is expected to move to Arlington later this 
year. In addition to office space for about 200 overall employees, the new complex will include a 
12-to-16-lane combined equipment testing and international training center to form a $14 million 
international bowling campus. BPAA has pledged to pay for half of the complex while utilizing 
less than one-fifth of the space. 

The property is located at 621 Six Flags Drive, across the street from Six Flags Over Texas in the 
heart of Arlington's entertainment and sports district. It is about three blocks east of Rangers' 
Ballpark in Arlington, home of the Texas Rangers baseball team, and about six blocks east of the 
new Dallas Cowboys stadium set to open in 2009. The creation of an international bowling 
campus at such a high profile location will provide the opportunity to showcase bowling to the 
world that doesn't exist at the present location. 

"Integration of operations can be achieved without the loss of identity or control of the individual 
organizations," said BPAA President Joe Schumacker. "By working in tandem with USBC, we 
can fulfill our individual missions, as well as protect and grow all levels of competitive bowling. 

"The concept of integrating the operation of the BPAA and the USBC makes sense. Bowling has 
changed dramatically over the past 25 years. It is imperative the organizations embrace change 
so they can continue to professionally support their individual constituencies." 
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The new joint venture is expected to help grow the sport by USBC and BPAA by being more 
able to work together on joint programs such as youth bowling and coaching. Youth bowling and 
coaching have been major points of emphasis for the organizations. 

An additional factor for the Board's decision was ease of travel. As one of the world's largest 
airports, Dallas/Fort Worth International makes it much easier for those traveling to and from the 
international bowling campus, especially those traveling internationally. 

USBC and BPAA announced in November that their boards of directors had approved a study of 
how much their operations should be integrated. The goal was to use such efficiencies to help 
grow the sport of bowling. The organizations' boards of directors gave approval in January to 
start negotiations with all parties involved to relocate the organization's headquarters to Texas.

Kanavas : Wisconsin Continues to Lose Jobs
While Senate Democrats and the Governor

Ignore Economic Development

Pages 27-28

“Small companies are closing their doors every day in Wisconsin without sending out press 
releases or garnering news coverage,” said Senator Ted Kanavas (R-Brookfield) after the United 
States Bowling Congress announced that it was moving its headquarters from Milwaukee County 
to Texas.

The USBC’s move will cost Southeast Wisconsin 230 jobs and $12 million in payroll. “This is 
just the tip of the iceberg,” Kanavas added, “There are plenty of other companies that cannot stay 
afloat in Wisconsin’s current anti-business climate. The Governor and the Senate Democrats 
should be adopting Republican proposals to make Wisconsin better for business. Instead, they 
have chosen to do nothing.

“The bills put forward by the Democrats this session focus on tax increases on businesses and 
giveaway programs with no track record of success. Their strategy for economic development 
seems to be taxing and spending our way out of a flat economy. Their plan ignores the reality 
that businesses are begging for relief while they pack their bags.

“Invest Wisconsin 2.0, the Republican economic development plan, revolves around tax credit 
incentives, which reward businesses for moving here or staying here and being productive. This 
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plan works because it only reduces future, currently non-existent tax revenue. It does not spend 
money that the state does not have. We cannot afford more spending or increased taxes that push 
businesses out of the state.

“The Governor and the Senate Democrats need to accept the fact that doing nothing on economic 
development and job creation is not a plan and their inaction is hurting Wisconsin. If the 
Democrats in Madison are unwilling to help Wisconsin businesses, they should get out of the 
way and let the people who know what they are doing resuscitate our economy. The alternative 
is a silent parade of businesses following the Bowling Congress out of Wisconsin, taking jobs 
and money along with them.”

Ambassador Mark Green’s 
Reflections on President Bush’s 

Visit to Tanzania
by Mark Green

U.S. Ambassador to 
the Republic of Tanzania

Pages 28-34

Below are remarks from U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Tanzania Mark Green’s “diary” on 
President Bush’s recent visit to Tanzania.  See Scoop # 56 for part one and additional details of 
President Bush’s trip.

SATURDAY. FEB. 16  6:45 pm ­

EVENT: ARRIVAL CEREMONY

I’ve seen Air Force One land take off a number of times – into Milwaukee, Austin Straubel and 
Andrew AFB – but there’s nothing like seeing that majestic plane land in a foreign city. You get 
goose bumps, your heart swells with pride . . . you hear murmurs of amazement from the 
Tanzanians seeing her make her way to a point just fifty yards or so from where you’re standing.

The Tanzanians did a fantastic job in welcoming the President. There were many yards of red 
carpet, three sets of cultural groups performing, throngs of people wearing the now famous 
kangas with President Bush’s likeness and slogans of welcome, troops to review, a 21 cannon 
salute, the two national anthems (each played twice).

When I greeted the President, I said, “Mr. President, welcome to a place that gets it.” I’m not 
sure he understood what I meant . . . until he saw the thousands and thousands of welcoming 
Tanzanians along the roads. He probably didn’t even realize the numbers until our daylight 
travels the next day. There were also billboards and banners, dozens and dozens of them, 
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proclaiming their welcomes and gratitude . . . they referred to our HIV and malaria initiatives, 
our joint devotion to democracy and good governance . . . and the honor of the visit. 

After the ceremony, we drove through the streets in the several dozen strong motorcade. While 
the ceremony was still on, one of the President’s personal staff asked Sue and I to ride with the 
President and the First Lady and Sec. Rice.  Cool again! Of course, we weren’t sure if we were 
supposed to get in before or after the First Couple, which door, etc. Thank goodness his staff 
realized we were lost, and they guided us ahead. We got in first to make sure the President 
wasn’t blocked from view.

“So Mark and Sue, how are you?” was how our conversation began. They asked about life here 
and how we were adjusting, etc. The First Lady asked after the kids. I kept directing their 
attention to the throngs along the streets . . . wanting them to be proud of the welcome.

When we reached the hotel, our kids were, as the official jargon goes, “pre-positioned.” When 
the First Couple greeted the kids, I’m glad to say the kids weren’t speechless – “good,” “okay” 
and the such actually came out. But the President got them to relax by cracking jokes and talking 
about his daughters.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17

8:20am  NSC Pre-Brief  Okay, I admit it, it’s really cool to be in a pre-brief with and for the 
President. He makes a few jokes, teases his traveling companions, and asks a little about what 
issues President Kikwete might bring up in the meetings of the morning. We all try to think of 
obscure issues because the President is very conversant with the main issues, the obvious ones
like our assistance programs here and what’s been happening it Tanzania recently – the turnover 
in the cabinet, etc.

8:40 Meeting with Pres. Kikwete  From my perspective, since the meeting between the two 
leaders was just one-on-one, the most exciting part was the arrival at State House.  By pre-
arrangement, we pulled up to the great iron gates on the ocean side of the grounds. The President 
got out first, and Sec. Rice and I waited until he was inside the gates before we stepped out.

He was greeted by Pres. Kikwete, and the two walked slowly about 75 yards up to the steps of 
the beautiful State House building.  600 – 1000 Tanzanians lined the walkway, chanting, waving 
flags, and leaning in as the two progressed. Six large skin-covered bass drums pounded in 
rhythm. When the two reached the top of the steps, they runed and looked back on the crowds. 
As the rest of us walked up the path, even we received handshakes, cheers and waves. “Condi!” 
was called out here and there.
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9:30 Expanded Meeting  -- This meeting had the two presidents and 8 advisors from each side.  
The two Presidents did most of the speaking, of course.  President K spoke for 7-8 minutes, 
laying out formally his welcome, but also describing where Tanzanian is on issues ranging from 
HIV to fighting corruption. He was gracious and grateful, as always. President B spoke off the 
cuff about his own feelings on arriving and about his commitment to continued partnership with 
TZ . . . both Presidents joked and laughed easily.  President K also laid out some of his greatest 
challenges, and spoke in particular about the great education challenges TZ is facing. Again, 
being in a meeting like this, and having my opinion asked, and my words heard, cool!

10:30   MCC Signing and Joint Press Conference – The Millennium Challenge Compact signing 
ceremony was obviously very important to the Tanzanians . . . after all, it represented a $700 
Million agreement that helps fund key infrastructure projects, and locks in key procurement and 
good government reforms. This ceremony produced a lot of the photos that ran in African 




