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Scoop’s John Gard 
Enters Race

Pages 3-5

On April 27, John Gard formally announced his intention to run for Wisconsin’s 8th District 
Congressional seat.  With Appleton’s historic Pierce Park as his back drop, John gave an 
uplifting speech that was enthusiastically received by those attending the event.  Gard 
highlighted many of the reasons why people should join his team and work to bring reasonable 
and responsible representation to Washington.

With his family and nearly 100 supporters by his side, John said:

"My friends, we are all here today for the same reason. You and I believe that tomorrow should 
be better than today and we are willing to roll up our sleeves and get to work to make that 
happen. We look at the mess in Washington...the poisonous partisan feuds where press releases 
are taking the place of progress...and we know there has to be a better way.

We need a new direction in Washington.

That's why I am announcing today I am a running to serve as Northeast Wisconsin's voice for 
change in Congress." 

John made it clear the reason he is running is because of big differences he has with Steve Kagen 
on the issues. Here's what he had to say:

"During his time in Congress, Steve Kagen voted with Nancy Pelosi and his extreme liberal 
leadership 95 percent of the time. He's voted with the ACLU 100 percent of the time and with 
the National Abortion Rights Action League 100 percent of the time.

However, Congressman Kagen has voted with the National Taxpayers Union just 7 percent of 
the time.
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While I have no doubt Congressman Kagen believes he is doing the right thing for his 
constituents, on issue after important issue, I would have voted differently than Steve Kagen did."

John highlighted his differences with Steve Kagen on taxes: 

"Just a few weeks ago, Steve Kagen voted for a budget plan that would get rid of the tax 
reductions. The end result is a tax increase of $683 billion. All told, it's estimated that Steve 
Kagen's vote would lead to a tax increase of $1,667 for the typical taxpayer in the 8th 
Congressional district. This is a perfect example of where I would have voted differently than 
Steve Kagen"..

Steve Wieckert and John share a laugh during the event

John also touched on his differences with Steve Kagen on illegal immigration, taxpayer-funded 
abortion, national security and pork-barrel spending. Here's what John had to say on 
congressional earmarks:

Just days after being sworn in to Congress, Steve Kagen said: “Now, we'll freeze federal 
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spending at last year's level, and eliminate earmarks in the federal budget. We're putting the 
fiscal house in order."

But, here's what actually happened. With Steve Kagen's help, Congress passed 11,737 earmarks 
in 2007 at a cost of almost $17 billion. 

Again, I would have voted differently and I'll take the fight against pork-barrel spending a step 
further.

Elect me to Congress and I will join principled members of both parties, including Paul Ryan 
and Russ Feingold, and I won't ask for a single earmark.

For the complete text of John’s message see page 15 of this issue of The Inside Scoop.  

Evie Petersen, John and Jason Culotta share a moment after John’s remarks
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A Conversation with John Gard
by Rick Sense

Pages 6-13

Recently John Gard took some time to sit down and discuss some of the issues he will be 
addressing during his upcoming campaign and to also share some insight into other recent events 
in his life, including meeting Pope Benedict and competing in the Boston Marathon.  Excerpts 
from our conversation follow.

RS-John, over the last 16 months a lot of people have been asking me what’s John up to, what’s 
he been doing?  So I’ll put the question to you-what have you been up to?

JG-I started my own little business development company and like all small businesses it has 
been really exciting starting the new venture.  We have had good success so far trying to help 
folks create new jobs in Northeastern Wisconsin.  With this new venture I am constantly being 
reminded that in order for us to do well as a country America must be competitive on taxation, 
regulation and in the quality of our workforce.

We really were excited with the new venture and now we are excited about gearing up for our 
run for Congress.

RS-So how do you think the political landscape has changed since 2006?

JG-I think looking forward America has a lot of challenges as does Northeastern Wisconsin.
There are far too many people that believe like Steve Kagen does that government should be the 
first answer to every problem and they have a vision that will damage America’s competiveness 
both here and abroad.  We need to be doing everything we can right now to create an 
environment where we can grow jobs so families can live the American dream-that is the biggest 
challenge facing us and Steve Kagen and the policies of the liberal left have been really 
destructive for our ability to grow new jobs.  This is a significant difference between us.
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This is a Congress that promised dramatic results and dramatic reform and they have failed 
miserably.   If you look at where they want to take the nation I just believe that their view of the 
world is very destructive to our ability to remain competitive or to become more competitive 
making it very hard for us to remain an economic superpower.

I happen to believe there is a better way.  Restrain taxation.  Restrain regulation and have a fierce 
and aggressive agenda that makes Wisconsin the best place in the world to create jobs.

RS-What do you think the tenor of the campaign might be this time around?

JG-I am going to draw contrasts between Steve Kagen and me.  We can do that in a factual, fair, 
and responsible way.  We think there are two choices.  Ours is one of more freedom, greater 
economic competitiveness and a much stronger foundation for America and Wisconsin.  Steve 
Kagen’s is bigger government, more government and more taxes and ultimately less 
competitiveness.  His is a dangerous path to go down.  We will let the voters decide which path 
they would like to go down. 

RS-Your race in 2006 was the closet open seat Republican loss in the country.  What do we need 
to do this time around in order to secure victory?

JG-This time Steve Kagen has a record, last time he tried to be all things to all people and he 
was never really held accountable on the big issues.  Now he has a record. 

He has voted for the largest tax increase in American history.  He wanted to increase the average 
tax burden per person in Northeastern Wisconsin by more than $1,300-more money coming out 
of people’s pockets and at a time when people have less and less disposable income.  I think he 
has said one thing and voted the exact opposite.  He said one thing back home and voted the 
other way out in Washington.  

This provides people the opportunity to see the specific differences of what we believe the role 
of government should be.

I also think that the presidential race will bring out a lot of new voters and I think that is an 
advantage for us. 

Ultimately 2008 is a lot different than 2006.  The environment is going to be different; Steve 
Kagen has a record-something he is not going to be able to hide from.

RS-As you just mentioned, 2008 is a presidential year, any thoughts on the race for the White 
House and its impact on your race?

JG-John McCain is going to win the 8th District and I believe that helps us.  I am going to give 
people a reason to elect me to Congress and try and convince folks that I can be much more 
effective than Steve Kagen and that I will vote much more like the people in Northeast 
Wisconsin would.




