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Kagen to use Lawyers to Solve Oil Problems
by Rick Sense

Editor of The Inside Scoop

Page 3

In a stroke of utter genius, Dr. Steve Kagen, M.D. (Democrat-Appleton) has figured out how to 
best deal with OPEC and the rising cost of oil. His solution? Send in the lawyers.

Kagen, who will be unable to partake in this action in defense of American interests because he 
is a doctor and not a lawyer, was the lead sponsor of a House bill that would subject OPEC oil 
producers, including Saudi Arabia, Iran and Venezuela, to the same antitrust laws that U.S. 
companies must follow. Great idea, Dr. Kagen, only one small problem, Saudi Arabia, Iran, 
Venezuela and other OPEC members aren’t part of the United States last I checked.

What will be the result as brave American attorneys are deployed to the frontlines in the fight for 
lower oil prices? The answer-meaningless litigation, backlogged courts and higher prices.
Seriously, is it me or does Dr. Kagen (and the other 323 members of Congress who voted in the 
affirmative) not understand the situation here? Instead of voting to responsibly tap into the many 
areas off our shores or in other oil rich parts of our own country, he introduces legislation that 
will provide more attorneys more work; must be the Kagen jobs-creation plan.

The White House (correctly) opposes the bill, saying that targeting OPEC investment in the 
United States as a source for damage awards “would likely spur retaliatory action against 
American interests in those countries and lead to a reduction in oil available to U.S. refiners.”
The administration said less oil going to refineries would limit available gasoline supplies and 
raise fuel prices.

Kagen stated, “This bill guarantees that oil prices will reflect supply and demand economic rules, 
instead of wildly speculative and perhaps illegal activities.”   Oh really? How does this bill 
address supply and demand? “We demand lower oil prices, therefore OPEC must supply them!”
Hardly, Dr. Kagen. Kagen’s naïveté on this is almost as embarrassing as his boorish behavior at 
the White House two winters ago. Kagen has forgotten the economic golden rule-he who has the 
(black) gold, makes the rules.

So, once again our leaders have failed to lead, have chosen gimmicks over substance and scored 
political points at the expense of American strength and national security. I wonder where this 
legal battle will rank with the other great battles in our nation’s history.
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The Inside Scoop to Expand Through Merger
On July 1, 2008 The Inside Scoop will begin blogging and is
expanding its scope of political, sports and lifestyle coverage.

Pages 4-5

On July 1, 2008 The Inside Scoop Web site and e-zine will merge with The Right Side of 
Wisconsin and the Who the Hell is Dr.Kagen? blog sites. Access to the new site will still be 
through www.theinsidescoop.us. The Inside Scoop team will be providing a new and easier to 
use Web site, a leaner and more timely e-zine schedule, blogging, and expanded political, sports, 
and lifestyle coverage-all staples of the current Scoop publication.

Rick Sense, editor of the combined effort, stated, “I am excited to be working with two of 
Northeast Wisconsin’s premiere bloggers in Todd Lohenry and Jesse Seymour. Our combined 
efforts will allow us to better cover a larger geographical area and to dramatically increase the 
timeliness of material that we will report on and write about going forward.”
Sense will be Editor-in-Chief of The Inside Scoop, while Lohenry and Seymour will become 
contributing editors.

Rick Sense, founder of The Inside Scoop, is actively involved in politics, and has volunteered 
extensively on numerous political campaigns at the federal, state, and local level. He has been 
quoted and his work has been cited by numerous news sources and opinion makers nationwide 
including Rush Limbaugh, the Wall Street Journal's John Fund, WTMJ's Charlie Sykes, the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and the South Bend Tribune.

Todd Lohenry, a journalist, conservative talk radio, and podcast host, currently manages 18 
blogs and his blog “The Right Side of Wisconsin” was recently ranked 6th most influential in the 
State of Wisconsin by Blognetnews.com. Todd is a frequent guest host on the Jerry Bader 
program on WTAQ in Green Bay and host of the SBNewsmakers and Toddcast podcasts.
Jesse Seymour, founder of The Northwoods View blog (http://jesseseymour.blogpsot.com), and 
contributing author for Who the Hell is Dr.Kagen? (http://drkagen.blogspot.com), is a 23 year 
old political conservative. His youth provides an interesting perspective to the politics of 
northeastern Wisconsin. Seymour is already a political veteran as he has assisted with various 
political campaigns.

Lohenry stated, “With this merger, we will be better able to serve those readers looking for 
timely points of view and good information; all in an easy to use format.”
Seymour added, “This merger allows us to reach even more people and to provide additional 
offerings that none of us on our own were able to do. I am excited at the possibilities this opens 
for us and our readers.”
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Since entering cyber-space on January 7, 2007 more than 30,000 issues of The Inside Scoop 
have been downloaded by the nearly 40,000 visitors to the Scoop’s Web site. The first issue of 
The Inside Scoop actually debuted as an emailed PDF document in August 2004. Contributors 
to The Inside Scoop have included former Wisconsin State Assembly Speaker and Congressional 
candidate John Gard, former Congressman and current U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania Mark 
Green, Wisconsin Attorney General JB Van Hollen, Wisconsin State Senators Ted Kanavas and 
Mike Ellis, Wisconsin State Representatives Steve Wieckert, Kevin Petersen, and Phil 
Montgomery, former Wisconsin State Representative and candidate for Lieutenant Governor 
Jean Hundertmark, Wisconsin State Senate candidate Tom Tiffany, Carl Soderberg, Mark Graul, 
Camille Solberg, Jason Buss, Dan Romportl, and Mark Rahmlow.

Additionally, Scoop has conducted interviews with former presidential candidate and 
Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, former presidential candidate and Wisconsin governor 
Tommy Thompson, leading presidential historian Richard Norton Smith, as well as Wisconsin 1st

District Congressman Paul Ryan and Wisconsin 6th District Congressman Tom Petri.
For questions and follow-up, please contact Rick Sense at rdsense@aol.com. The Inside Scoop 
web address is www.theinsidescoop.us.

This is Our Moment
Speech at the 2008 Wisconsion GOP Convention

by John Gard
of The Inside Scoop

Pages 5-8

     
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share a just a few moments with you as we begin 
this convention. Cate sends her best- she has recently had some surgery that requires her to rest 
and recover- she wishes she could be here with all of you tonight.

Friends, we come here together in very difficult times, difficult for many of our families, our 
friends and our nation. Everyone I know seems to be working harder and struggling to get ahead 
but unfortunately for too many, they seem to be just holding on or falling behind.

Everything we can’t live without costs too much. The price of gas, groceries, health care, and 
energy continue to go up. The Democrats said “give us the chance” and things will be 
different…but all we have seen is more of the same.

We don’t have the time here tonight to go over issue by issue why Steve Kagen needs to be 
defeated this fall. Trust me there are many reasons. 

He is perhaps most well known for going to the White House for a post-election ceremony and 
when introduced to First Lady Laura Bush, he deliberately called her the wrong name because, 
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and I quote “I believe it’s the meanest thing you can do to someone”.

Unfortunately, that was his high point. 

But, that’s not what matters in America and Wisconsin. 

We have serious challenges facing the country and it requires serious people to solve them. 

John with State Senate candidate Tom Tiffany at the GOP Convention in Stevens Point

I look around and I see a government that for decades has refused to do what it takes to make us 
less reliant on foreign oil. That negligence has resulted in average families getting to the end of 
the work week with less of the money they work so hard for- to raise their family. In many cases 
it suffocates our small businesses and makes us less competitive worldwide. It’s tough on jobs 
and even tougher on people.

I see a border to our south that needs a fence. Everyone in this nation knows it is in complete 
chaos yet there is no urgency to fix it. Those same families struggling with higher gas costs pay 
even more of their income to fund the cost of illegal immigration due to the complete ineptness 
of the federal government. It’s a problem that should have been fixed years ago and this new 
Congress promised to do something about it. But, like other problems…it’s just been more of the 
same.
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I see a country moving further away from a common language which increases the risk that these 
great United States will become even more divided.

I’m so profoundly thankful when our sons and daughters, brothers and sisters and mothers and 
fathers hold up their right hands and volunteer to serve us and the cause of freedom in our 
military. I then hang my head when I see politician’s political motives put their lives at risk. I 
believe in a national security plan that puts American before Democrat or Republican. 

I have moments of deep sadness because I know the most blessed country on the face of the earth 
still willingly allows countless numbers of innocent human beings to be aborted so someone 
else’s life can be more comfortable. Our faith doesn’t need to tell us those babies are our brothers 
and sisters- science does. 

I have difficulty understanding how Martin Luther King could’ve talked about his “dream” being 
rooted deeply in the American Dream yet years later so many who were inspired by his words 
continue to look the other way when every major city in America has more minority children 
who don’t graduate from high school than do. The Democratic Party has run these cities my 
entire life and the situation just gets worse. 

How is it, not as Republicans or Democrats, but how is it as Americans that we can turn our 
backs on so many children for so long and virtually guarantee that the American dream is not for 
everyone? 

So many who have had “Hope” removed from their life because it didn’t fit the desires of a 
powerful union or the governing elites. How has this nation allowed this to happen? The 
consequences of this neglect are spread all over our nation.

We cannot underestimate the urgency of our time.

I hope you haven’t come to this gathering to feel comfortable. I have come because I believe this 
is the place where the true reformers come to meet. 

I am not so disillusioned that I have given up. I work, I pray, and I believe because I know…I 
know our country has been here before.

When our forefathers “declared independence” it didn’t just happen overnight. The passion, the 
words and the spirit of independence needed to be followed with revolutionary action. We are 
incredibly fortunate that it did.

Within 5 months of that historic “Declaration”, American rebels had lost every battle and the 
cause of “Independence” seemed all but dead. Our Army had become beaten down and ragged 
and George Washington’s army had lost 90% of their troops. 

Christmas came and “hope” appeared finished.
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However, the person who was empowered to lead…actually led. There is a famous painting 
showing George Washington crossing the Delaware River on Christmas night 1776. The weather 
was horrific, his men were tired and human nature would suggest that doubts about their chances 
of success were creeping in every one of their minds. But they led…they acted…they believed 
and they triumphed.

That night they changed the course of the world. People from all different backgrounds came 
together for something bigger than themselves. They came together and combined their resolve 
toward the service of others. 

I cannot fully appreciate the depth of the internal faith in “The Cause” each of those 
revolutionaries must’ve had.

The status quo seemed invincible. Many times that’s how it feels today. They were told they 
couldn’t change things but they believed in a cause bigger than themselves….they acted and 
things were never the same.

I used to always say to people remember Washington crossed that river for a reason. I believe 
that today more than ever. 

I belong to this party because the heart and soul of our values and our mission is consistent with 
the values and the mission of those who manned the boats in that terrible storm and joined 
George Washington in that historic fight. 

I believe we live in the most blessed country on the face of the earth in the history of the world. I 
believe that we can change the course of history and I believe that if we don’t act someone else 
will. 

2008 can be our moment. All those challenges that I spoke of are waiting for people of courage, 
conviction and energy to solve.

I believe the answers, the effort and the hope for a great, new beginning lies in the hearts and 
souls of the people in this party and in this room. 

We can raise the standard of living in this country for all Americans, we can change the attitudes 
and the perceptions people have about what is possible in America. It’s been done before in 
much tougher times and it can certainly happen again. 

I will do my part and I ask you to continue to do yours. Nothing in life worthwhile is ever 
handed to us…we must earn it. To me the American Dream isn’t guaranteed success- its 
guaranteed opportunity. Well, we have the opportunity right before us. The moment is here. 
Let’s lead…let’s act…let’s make more people believe and then…we will all triumph together.
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Scott Walker Talks to Scoop at Convention
by Rick Sense

Pages 9-13

Recently while at the GOP convention earlier this month, Milwaukee County Executive Scott 
Walker went on the record with me about everything from his large win in his re-election bid to a 
possible run for governor to the Milwaukee Brewers.  Excerpts from our conversation follow. 

RS-Last time we talked Scott, you had just announced that you were going to run for re-election 
as Milwaukee County Executive.  Now the results are in; and you polled nearly 60% of the vote-
congratulations that is an impressive total in Milwaukee County.  I’m up in Outagamie County, 
which many consider a conservative leaning county and we are having problems pulling 50%+ 
of the vote, but you are in heavy left leaning Milwaukee County and pulling about 60%.  What’s 
the secret?

SW-I think being proud and bold about being a conservative, having ideals that aren’t just up on 
a platform somewhere but that actually resonate in people’s lives and the fact that we have been 
aggressive about that.  And probably as equally important as that is that we follow through.  We 
said we weren’t going to raise taxes and in six straight budgets we haven’t done that.  We said 
we were going to limit the size of government and we’ve done that and we said we were going to 
restore some integrity in Milwaukee County’s government and we have acted on that.  A lot of 
people are suspect of politicians that promise things and don’t deliver them.  And unfortunately 
some Republicans have been tied to, in many ways, to those politicians in Washington and a few 
in Madison.

RS-What advice would you give to John Gard as he campigns up in Outagamie County and the 
rest of the 8th District this election cycle?

SW-I think in John’s case, as we heard in his speech last night (see Scoop pgs 5-8), he’s got 
some really great ideas for where this country needs to go.  In addition to pointing out some of 
the reasons why the incumbent has to go-it has to be more than I’m not as bad as Dr. Kagen.  It 
needs to be ‘this is where we need to take this district’ and people will gravitate to that; they 
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want to go that way-they want some hope and they also know that hope is not a plan it’s just a 
dream and John’s got a plan to turn the dream into reality.

RS-You have a vast amount of experience as an executive, developing a budget, and shepherding 
it through the process.  What lessons have you learned that could be applied at the state level and 
that could teach our lawmakers and the governor how to do things in Madison?

SW-The best thing before you even get to the legislative process, I think at least, is learning to 
have control over a cabinet, over 5,000 employees.  That from our first budget on is the bottom 
line; we are not going to raise the tax bill.  Every department has had goals and there has been no 
moving back from that.

In the first budget as county executive, about half of the cabinet members understood that and 
about half of them didn’t-to some it had been the way things had been done in the past-and they 
came in with outrageous cuts-taking money away from people in wheelchairs and kids and all of 
that.  So we came back and re-did their budgets and by the second year and in subsequent years 
they have been much more innovative in their positions.  So I think in reality you have to show 
department heads and ultimately the legislature that you are serious about making it work.  It’s 
not just about cutting; it’s about saying we should be able to make things work better without 
taking more of the taxpayers’ dollars.

The Inside Scoop’s Rick Sense interviewing Scott Walker in October 2007 in Appleton

RS-What would you do, or better yet, what would you counsel the current governor on how to 
do this process in a more timely way and in one that it is more respectful of the taxpayer?

SW- Part of that is what we are doing this fall. Should there be a new governor in the future?  I’d 
like to have a few more friends in Madison first, so I will be out helping those Senate candidates 
going into November because you can talk all you want, as I know with my county board, you 
can’t get anything done; and part of it is going to the public.  I took a page out of Ronald 
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Reagan’s playbook-you remember back in 1981 when he got his major tax cut through with Tip 
O’Neil in charge of the Democrats.  He did it by using the bully pulpit and went around 
Congress and went right to the American people.  The same thing is true with the governor.  You 
run a campaign against this current governor that says we need to put people back to work, we 
need to lower taxes, we need to limit government spending, we need to ease regulation and ease 
the burden when it comes to litigation.  We do all those things and lay out how we are going to 
do that and lay the ground work, a map if you will, of how you are going to get things done and 
following through on it gets a lot easier.

RS-Any update on the Miller-Coors deal and where the new entity will headquarter?

SW-We meet with various executives and CEO, and chief counsel probably once every other 
week or so and I just think they are fluid.  There is going to be a strong presence in Milwaukee 
and when it comes to the brewery they may even add some employees.  The key question is 
where do the corporate executives go?  I think some will be in Golden, some in Milwaukee.  The 
other key question still up in the air is will there be some sort of joint office outside those two 
communities in a place like San Antonio or Chicago.  It wouldn’t be the end of the world; my 
preference would certainly be Milwaukee. Not only is Milwaukee a great place, but Miller 
actually has a bigger share of the deal so it would make sense to keep the CEO and the key 
executive staff right in Milwaukee.  Any way that it slices we are going to be prepared to make it 
work.

RS-What has been the approach that has been taken to try and convince Miller/Coors to 
headquarter here and not elsewhere?

SW-With Miller, I think it has very little to do with government and more about what’s the 
efficiency level that they are looking for.  Miller’s stated intent was to save $500 million.  You 
don’t do that with a few tax credits or the other things that can be offered, you do it through good 
business sense.  We made the argument that it makes more business sense to be here, not just 
because of Milwaukee and Wisconsin, but because of our proximity to the Chicago market.  We 
can draw in talent, you can grow retail market.  The thing that makes this unique compared to 
other mergers is that you have two products merging that are so driven by retail markets and the 
last thing you want to do is offend Colorado or southeastern Wisconsin so I think they have to 
tread very carefully and we have kind of played off of that.  Make the convincing business case 
not just a governmental case.

RS-That seems like the smart approach, because that’s the bottom line to be a successful 
business.

SW-You’re right.  You can say that’s great that you gave some tax credit and a nice big check 
but in the end you can’t match the $500 million and tell them what is the best way to manage 
their cost from the business point of view.
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RS-What are your priorities for your next term?

SW-Continue to hold the line on taxes, find better ways to provide services so in this next budget 
in particular we can be even more aggressive at contracting out services where it makes sense to 
do so.  With our legacy cost we feel we can do a whole lot more good without necessarily using 
public employees.  We also need to expand our partnerships and use our assets better so we can 
hold the line on taxes and still provide core services.

RS-Any future plans that may involve running for a different office in the future?

SW-There is no doubt that I am not satisfied with the current governor.  When I look at the 
number one issue out there in the state, I think it’s the economy and jobs specifically.  
Unfortunately we have seen a governor here whose broken promises and has unfulfilled slogans 
and we need someone who is really going to get this state back to work-and that doesn’t mean 
government jobs, it means government getting out of the way of the free enterprise system.  I’ve 
seen just a glimpse of that in the work of my role currently and it is something I would be 
interested in in the future, but I won’t be making anything official until well after the November 
elections.

RS-Someone in Appleton has already announced for governor in 2010, do you think that is too 
early?

SW-Absolutely.  People are focused on the presidential race, on John Gard, on the Assembly and 
the Senate and we are going to be out making the case.  If I were to run in two years I don’t want 
to run just to have my name on the plaque, I want to run to get stuff done and so I am going to 
make sure I have some allies, good conservatives in place so we can get things done come 
January 2011, so that is the first priority right now.

RS-How important is it for you to make those connections right now with the folks that know 
their community, understand their neighborhoods and are capable of developing the key 
relationships you need to run a campaign effectively?

SW-One of our challenges looking ahead that we learned 4 years ago is the need to broaden our 
base.  Not just focus and identify with the folks in southeastern Wisconsin; to not only be known 
to people throughout all of Wisconsin, but connected to people-meeting with different people, 
our kitchen cabinet, our inner circle. Even our campaign staff is from various parts of the State 
of Wisconsin-this also includes what we are trying to do by touring around the state to help out 
with this.

RS-When all is said and done in November 2008, what do you think that the pundits are going to 
say was the turning point in the election resulting the way it will?

SW-If things work all right, and going back to April 1st, I think winning the vote on the 
Frankenstein Veto and winning the Supreme Court race and in a small part in Milwaukee County 
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win, it showed that if you are proud, bold and aggressive about being a conservative you can 
win.  Instead of us being on our heels, if we had candidates that followed through on that-that is 
the motivation going into the fall; if we don’t just say we are an alternative to the Democrats but 
say we have vision that can work for the State of Wisconsin.

The same is true with John McCain, particularly in Wisconsin, that he has plan that is going to 
make things work for people in Wisconsin and in the country that can be his turning point for 
victory.

Jack Voight and Milwaukee County Executive Scott Walker at an event for John McCain in Milwaukee

RS-Switching gears Scott, last year about this time we talked about the Brewers.  They were in 
first place then but now this year they are in fourth kind of struggling to get to .500%.  What do 
you think needs to be done?

SW-They need to get the relief pitching in gear.  We were just with the Ambassador to the 
United States from Vietnam the other day and he went to a Brewers game when they were 
playing the Diamondbacks and he had left the Brewers game against the Dodgers early the other 
day thinking they had a win, but they gave it up again.  

They have a great team and the nice thing is they’re only 5-6 games back.  They are not out of 
the hunt by any stretch of the imagination.  You get Ryan (Braun) and Prince (Fielder) hot again 
things can get going.  

Even early on you had a situation with a relief pitcher that had a ton of saves but also a ton of 
blown saves and that suggests that our pitching isn’t setting us up right.  We should be blowing 
people out, not every game, but we have people that should keep us from having to go a save 
situation.  They get that fixed and they should go far.  There is still huge support though, not just 
in Milwaukee, but I think around the state and I think people are hungry for a winner.

RS-Thanks Scott!
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McCain Visits Wisconsin Again

Page 14

About 1500 people attended a town hall meeting at Martin Luther High School in Greendale 
with John McCain on Thursday May 29.  The presumptive GOP presidential nominee pointed to 
the inexperience of his likely opponent Senator Barack Obama over foreign policy issues.  He 
again repeated his call for Obama to visit Iraq to see the progress made since his first and only 
visit more than 2 years ago. 

McCain criticized the inexperienced Obama, for criticizing the war without having met 
personally with General David Petraeus or having been to Iraq recently to make his own first 
hand assessment.
     
He (Obama) needs to go and he needs to go now,” McCain said. 

McCain discussed the fact the violence in Iraq is declining and called on America to stay in Iraq 
until the war is done. He said withdrawing our troops too early would be equal to surrender and 
allow Iran to strengthen its hand. 

“I will never surrender in Iraq,” McCain said.  Those gathered responded enthusiastically.

During his statement McCain continued pointing to Obama and his lack of experience in foreign 
affairs.  McCain also pointed to the dangers this inexperience leads too citing that Obama has 
stated that he would meet Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad without preconditions. 

McCain pointed to a recent comment by Ahmadinejad’s recent statement about US ally Israel 
being a “stinking corpse” and that the Iranian leader “represents what is really evil in this world.” 

“And Senator Obama wants to sit across the table from him with no preconditions and talk about 
what?” McCain asked. 
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Meet Film Maker Dave Oneal
by Rick Sense

Pages 15-27

Many people may not know this, but one of my personal heroes in life is Walt Disney.  I am a 
fan of the theme parks and movies, but more of a fan of the man behind the mouse.  Walt Disney 
is an interesting study in innovative thinking, project planning and commitment to quality.  
About 4 years ago, I discovered an interesting Web site called “Extinct Attractions.com” through 
eBay.  What intrigued me most about the site was the films that they had had produced that 
talked about the planning, projects and production of the theme parks by Walt and the many 
other talented Disney Imagineers.  The founder of this site is named Dave Oneal.  Dave is a 
unique individual.  His personal life story is one of courage, determination, creativity, 
philanthropy, and dedication to his craft and others.

While stuck in traffic in Orange County California the other night, heading home from a day at 
work at the Disney Studios, Dave Oneal spent time with me on the phone discussing his life, 
projects and future plans.   I hope you'll enjoy getting to know Dave as much as I did during our 
discussion.  Excerpts from our conversation follow.

RS-Dave, you have had a very interesting life story to date.  Will you take a few minutes and 
walk people through your childhood and your life experience so far?

DO- I was born in 1971. Growing up, we grew up in Southern California and we took a lot of 
trips to Disneyland.  As a child my family took a lot of trips to Disneyland.  The earliest I 
remember going to Disneyland was about 1976-1977, so I have a lot of memories of the older 
rides at Disneyland.

In 1986 we had an event happen in my life.  I was in the house playing with my Star Wars toys 
when we had a knock on the door.  The sheriff came to our door early in the morning and he 
basically kicked us out of our house.

After that my mom came down to us and told us that we were going to basically take a vacation 
to Disneyland.  She said we're going to go away for a while.  She told us we we're going to go to 
Disneyland and I thought that that was pretty cool.  She took us out of school and took us to 
Disneyland and I thought it was going to last for about two weeks.  Well what we thought was to 
be two weeks ended up being about three years living in various rundown hotels in Anaheim 
right next to Disneyland.
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The late Thurl Ravenscroft, the voice of Tony the Tiger and the lead vocalist on “The Haunted Mansion” 
song “Grim, Grinning Ghosts,” with Dave during production of one of Dave’s numerous 

interview films with Disney Legends.

Back then in the mid-80s there were between 60 to 80 hotels in the circle around Disneyland and 
on the outer streets and a lot of these motels had kitchenettes and were kind of residential motels.  
What happened eventually was a lot of the big hotels came in the late 60s and early 70s when the 
baseball team came in and when the convention center came in at Disneyland making it a world-
class destination.  A lot of Hiltons and Hyatts and all those kinds of hotels came in and the 
smaller places started catering to either budget travelers or in the case of the times, when there 
was a recession in the 1980s actually like the late 70s and early 1980s, a lot of those hotels 
became even more rundown and there wasn't a lot going on at Disney as far as new attractions 
and things as the focus was on Florida and EPCOT.  Things in Anaheim went really bad and it 
ended up with a glut of these cheap hotels that you could rent for about $40 a week.
We ended up living there.  We didn’t go to school because at the time there was a law in 
California that you had to have an address in order to go to a public school and we didn’t have an 
address.  So instead my mother got us annual passes to Disneyland and we went to Disneyland 
every single day of the year rain or shine, sick or not, and for holidays.
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I had a video camera because I wanted to be a filmmaker. I would walk around with my brother 
he was 6 and I was about 14 at the time and we would walk around Disneyland and I would 
shoot everything.  We would shoot all the rides and then eventually I wanted to edit so I would 
shoot all different angles.  I would focus on people or a trash can and get all sorts of interesting 
shots.  Disneyland was sort of like my test subject.

After a little while we started writing scripts and we would shoot stuff at the park with my 
brother as the star.  And all that was fine but there was no school going on.  We would have a 
good time and there was some fun stuff going on.

RS-Like what kind of fun stuff Dave?

DO-We would get there right when the park would open and they would have a ribbon that they 
would stretch across Main Street.  The characters would come on out and do a little dance and 
then one of the kids would get picked from the audience and was given the golden scissors and 
run up there with Mickey Mouse and cut the ribbon and all the people would run in and 
Disneyland would open.  Well my brother started to get to know the Mickey Mouse and back 
then there were two people that played Mickey Mouse a short one and a taller one.   The short 
one liked my brother so whenever we were close enough he would pick my brother to cut the 
ribbon and I have all kinds of video footage of this where there he is doing a once in a lifetime 
thing and he was doing it on a regular basis, that was fun.   Same thing with the Sword in the 
Stone, they would pick him to pull the sword out.  He would get all kinds of these little perks 
here and there.  We would go up to the wheelhouse on the Mark Twain Riverboat and we would 
hang out and meet all the characters.  The guy that played Peter Pan got to know us and all these 
other folks would get to know us. 

We would go over to the Disneyland Hotel quite regularly because our hotel where we lived 
didn’t have any water in the pool and we wanted to go swimming so we would go there.  You 
know we were two kids that had no idea just how destitute we really were.   We were in a 
homeless situation, but all we knew was Disneyland every day.  Sure we didn’t have any money 
and we didn’t have any before so the only thing that was different was that we didn’t have to go 
to school, we’d get to film everyday and have fun.

RS-Were you able to plug into any human services?

DO-A lady that worked in the little travel section at the Disneyland Hotel became friends with 
us.  One day we came back from the Disneyland Hotel to our hotel to have something for dinner.  
My mom worked late often and she wasn’t there but it was no big deal.  Then it got to be about 
midnight and she still wasn’t there.  And this was before cell phones, we didn’t hear anything.  
This went on for two or three days where she didn’t come back and we started to get really 
worried because usually she comes back. 

Then we get a knock at our door and it’s my stepdad.  We hadn’t seen him in a long time.  He 
came and picked up my brother, he was my brother’s dad, and then my stepdad beat me up and 
took my video camera, took my tapes and took off.  I basically was by myself on the street-that 
was it, the end of the Disneyland experience.
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Dave with Art Linkletter during production on Dave’s film about the Disneyland Railroad.

RS-My goodness Dave, what did you do?

DO-I walked over to the travel office at the Disneyland Hotel, the office was located right under 
the monorail station, and talked to the lady I knew there, the one that was kind of a friend, 
because I didn’t know who else to talk to.

I told her the story and she asked me what I was going to do.  I said that I was going to go to 
Hollywood, make movies, and try to find my mom.  I had no resources, no family, no car-didn’t 
know how to drive.  I had never taken the bus in my life and I had no idea how to get around. 
She said if that is what you want to do-take the Greyhound Bus it will pick you up at Disneyland 
and drop you off at Hollywood Boulevard.  She gave me the money to get there.  I went and 
stayed there about 6 months, lived on the streets, right there by Grauman's Chinese Theater, 
which now is really nice, all these new shops.  Back then it was a really a bad and scary place to 
be-lots of drugs lots of bad stuff going on including gangs.  I was sleeping in a shelter.




