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The Proper Role of Government
by Jean Hundertmark

Page 3

As I listened to the first speech given to congress by our president last evening, I couldn’t help but wonder 
what, exactly, do the people of our great country believe is the proper role of government? I also 
wondered if our founding fathers were rolling over in their graves. Recalling the old, simplistic adage “the 
role of government is to defend our shores and deliver our mail”, I squirmed while listening to a much 
different version from our new president. 

Wrapped in promises of a return to glory, the President’s words were woven together to obscure the 
content, which, if you listened carefully, described a huge growth in government. It is an idea so very 
different from my own.

The vision embraced by President Obama, Speaker Pelosi, and Governor Doyle for that matter, calls for a 
government that takes care of your every need - your education, your job, your house, your healthcare, 
your children. In short, it should manage every part of your life.

The second part to that ideology (and one that is tacit, and rarely expressed) is that you, as a citizen, now 
have the responsibility to pay for the very services that are being imposed upon you. You do not choose 
these services. You simply provide the necessary monies to operate a huge bureaucracy that gobbles up 
the funds and leaves you with little or nothing. And, make no mistake - the government will hold you 
accountable.

It leaves me shaking in my boots. How did we get here? The beliefs of those who created this country, 
were all about protecting the rights of the individual, encouraging liberty, ending the heavy hand of an 
oppressive government and allowing and encouraging the free market system to flourish. In the end, 
encouraging commerce so that it can succeed without unnecessary impediments should be the rule of 
thumb. 

Government, representing the people of America, has the obligation to take care of those who cannot 
take care of themselves. But for those of us who are able-bodied, who want to live in freedom and not 
under the restraints of a repressive government, our laws must reflect the ideals that the best government 
is one that governs the least.

It is our duty, then, to speak loudly and clearly (while we still have that freedom) that America took the 
wrong path when we reached the fork in the road last fall. And, it is absolutely necessary to change 
course as soon as possible. Before it is too late. 

Jean Hundertmark is a former State Representative and former Republican nominee for 
Lieutenant Governor of Wisconsin



4

President George H.W. Bush and Mark

Free Health Care (By Any Name) 
Will Fail

by Mark Rahmlow

Pages 4-5

Democratic Gov. Jim Doyle is on the record saying, the “pressure is off” on universal health care because 
the rookie President-elect has promised to reform health care.

It will be interesting to see how legislative Democrats respond to that statement. Most legislative 
Democrats favor State Sen. Jon Erpenbach’s (D-Middleton) ill-conceived Healthy Wisconsin plan. 
BadgerCare Plus is the governor’s preferred health plan, even as budget constraints make fully 
implementing that program difficult. In a matter of weeks, the public will find out which side of the fence 
their representative is on. 

A government takeover of this industry would not only lead to higher costs for consumers, but also fewer 
choices and therefore less quality for health care consumers. Canada’s poorly managed health care 
system has always provided ample evidence of the systems failings. Now the public need to look no 
further than Massachusetts, Hawaii or Oregon for evidence that government-run health care will be an 
utter failure. 

“It is one of the happy incidents of the federal system that a single courageous state may, if its citizens 
choose, serve as a laboratory; and try novel social and economic experiments without risk to the rest of 
the country,” Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis said in 1932. Experimentation by individual states 
has provided models of excellence and given voters a reason to be cautious about ceding power to 
government.

Charter and choice schools have been successfully duplicated in other states. The same cannot be said 
of government-run health care models. 

First, Massachusetts under Gov. Mitt Romney implemented a health care mandate designed to cover 
every resident in the state. Lawmakers even developed penalties for not enrolling into a government plan. 
Within a year of enacting Commonweath Care, the program developed a deficit to the tune of $147 
million. The government immediately began to explore its options ranging from enrollment caps to raiding 
segregated funds to cover the deficit.

Second, Hawaii recently repealed a law providing government-run health care for every child only a year 
into the experiment. Hawaii dropped these kids from the program because the state was running a $900 
million budget deficit. More troubling, however, was that most Hawaiians were scamming the system. 
“People who were already able to afford health care began to stop paying for it so they could get it for 
free,” Dr. Kenny Fink told reporters.

Third, Oregon announced that its universal health care plan may well expire in 2009 unless state 
government renews the taxes created to maintain the system. Oregon made news this past summer 
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when government health providers told a cancer patient they would not cover her prescriptions for fighting 
the cancer. Instead the state offered to give her information about assisted-suicide, a pain management 
option. The “big” pharmaceutical companies took pity on the woman and gave her the medicine for free.

Liberal Democrats continue to deny their plans will lead to higher taxes, health care rationing, budget 
deficits, and government deciding what ailments will be covered. If government closest to the people 
cannot respond effectively to the health care needs of its residents, how in the world will politicians in 
Washington D.C. do better? 

Many factors contribute to the ever-increasing costs of health insurance for employers. But the largest 
problem confronting the medical industry is regulation by state and federal entities. For too long 
government has been handing down oppressive mandates that have penalized doctors, hospitals, 
pharmacies, insurance companies and patients.

Market-based reforms, not government-managed health care plans, are the solution to increasing costs. It 
took a long time to for the health care system to reach this point. It will take time to undo the damage 
government has already done.

Rahmlow is a former field director for Tim Michels U.S. Senate campaign, and briefly served as 
Terri McCormick’s Campaign Manager in 2006. He also interned for former State Rep. Gregg 
Underheim (R-Oshkosh) and is a regular contributor to The Inside Scoop.

Changing Laws to Avoid Breaking Laws
by Kevin Petersen

Wisconsin State Representative

Pages 5-6

Unbelievably, in a mere 48 hours from introduction on February 16th to passage on February 18th, 
Wisconsin’s Legislative Democrats, with not one Republican vote in the Assembly or the Senate, passed 
a $1.2 billion tax increasing budget repair bill. The 389 page document received no public hearing for 
debate. Nor did it get vetted through the main stream media. 

One day later, with the stroke of his pen, Governor Doyle signed the bill into law, imposing a myriad of 
new taxes on Wisconsin businesses and families. Even more preposterous is the manner in which 
Democrats changed laws to avoid breaking laws. 

According to a report released on February 16th by the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau, the ending 
balance in the state’s general fund for the 2008-09 fiscal year is projected to be - $600.2 million. The 
report further states that the budget repair bill would reduce that deficit by $183.3 million to a - $416.9 
million balance. 

A closer examination of the numbers shows that of the $1.2 billion in new taxes, $312 million will be 
collected between now and the end of the fiscal year (June 30th). Of the $312 million collected, only 
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$183.3 million will be used to close the shortfall. The governor is using the other $128.7 million to 
increase spending appropriations not in his original budget bill. 

The question becomes, how can the state pay all of its bills by the end of the fiscal year if it is projected to 
be $416.9 million dollars in the negative? The answer is found in the first two lines of the actual bill. These 
lines are as follows: “An Act relating to: state finances and appropriations and making diverse other 
changes in the statutes.” 

Under current Wisconsin law: “no bill may be adopted by the Legislature if the bill would cause total 
general fund expenditures, less any amount transferred to the budget stabilization fund, to exceed the 
sum of general fund taxes and departmental revenues in any fiscal year.” Additionally, under current state 
law: “no bill directly or indirectly affecting the general fund reserve may be enacted by the Legislature, if 
the bill would cause the estimated general fund balance to be less than a required amount, which is $65 
million in 2008-09.” 

In simple terms, state law does not allow legislators to spend more money than is collected in revenue. 
Additionally, at the end of the two year biennium, the state needs to maintain a rainy day fund of $65 
million for emergency purposes. 

Remember these seven words from above: “making diverse other changes in the statutes?” Printed in the 
389 pages of text are two obscure lines reading: “…the current law general fund structural balance 
requirement would not apply to 2008-09.” and “…the general fund balance requirement of $65 million for 
2008-09 would not apply in 2008-09.” 

For the purpose of this budget repair bill, the law preventing the general fund reserve from being depleted 
below $65 million dollars, and the law preventing the state from spending more money than it collects in 
revenue, were both overridden. Thus, Wisconsin will pretend its bills are paid through the end of the year 
and roll the $416.9 million deficit into next year’s already projected $5.7 billion deficit. 

Now that Governor Doyle has made these changes under the radar, he is continuing to rewrite legislation 
with his fiscal year 2009 – 2011 budget proposal. The budget was introduced on February 17th, in the 
middle of the 48 hour budget repair bill push to passage. The proposed budget includes eliminating a cost 
saving provision just written into law January 2006. 

2005 Wisconsin Act 89 requires a cost analysis be used to determine if it is less expensive to use state 
employees for any contract larger than $25,000. The original law was signed after a number of 
newspaper reports showed that the Doyle administration was contracting out a number of troubled 
projects that could have been done by state employees for less money. 

In an attempt to defend his decision to negate this legislation, Governor Doyle stated “It adds a further 
level of bureaucracy,” and questions the financial value of the oversight measure. 

Increasing state spending appropriations and paying more than necessary for contract work performed 
will not help Wisconsin families and businesses during this economic downturn. But it does prove law is 
not important when it gets in the way of the Governor and legislative Democrats raising taxes and paying 
off their political special interests. 
Petersen serves the citizens of the 40th District in the Wisconsin State Assembly.
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Burrisjevich
by Al Capone

(editor’s note-deceased mobster and political scientist Al Capone
is a frequent contributor to The Inside Scoop)

Page 7

Illinois Senator Roland Burris is a good rememberer. He remembers more and more every day. Just the 
other day he re-remembered that he had forgotten what he couldn't recall about his talking to the insiders 
at Blago, Inc. I have absolutely nothing to hide is the Burris spin of the day. So does he have nothing to 
hide today, but had something to hide earlier?

What's causing the confusion here? Burris is now stating that he does recall talking to Team Blago more 
than he said he did before. The Feds now want to talk to him about his dealings with Blagojevich before 
the ex-governor with the coolest doo anointed him to the Senate.

Burris' efforts to clear things up nice like have actually created more of a confusing type of situation.
When asked if the Feds wanted to question him on the appointment to the Senate, he responded that he 
may have been contacted by the Feds even before he testified to the Illinois House panel on January 8 
that recommended that Blago be gone-o. His pallies in the Illinois House feel disrespected and are 
calling for a renewed investigation.

Channeling Bill Clinton, Burris defined his statements and how much he disclosed and when (my first 
affidavit contained this, my sworn testimony contained that). Smooth move. If he discloses all of his 
dealings with Blago's team before appointed to the Senate, he knows his appointment to the U.S. Senate 
would be put on ice. So tell the story, but amend it later to tell the whole (at least more of the) story and 
still get the seat in the upper chamber. Well played; politics in the great Chicago tradition. Makes me 
proud.

So what does the future hold for Burris? I think he skates after settling on a story and sticking to it. I just 
hope he paid his taxes. 
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Rediscovering Rutherford
by Rick Sense

Pages 8-11

Rutherford B. Hayes is not exactly a household name to most Americans. American president, Civil War 

hero, Ohio governor, husband and father, Hayes was an interesting man and someone whom Americans 
should become reacquainted. I had the good fortune of re-discovering the life of our country’s 19th

President at the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center in Fremont, Ohio this past week on a return 
drive from Washington, D.C.

General Hayes
(Photo used by permission of the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center)

The Hayes complex is located on a wooded 25 acre parcel on the President’s original estate. The Hayes 
home is a 31 room mansion and is the centerpiece of the Hayes Presidential Center. In addition to the 
Hayes’ residence, the complex contains a museum that houses more than 17,000 3-dimensional objects 
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and more than 30,000 images of these objects. Additionally, an onsite presidential library, the first in the 
United States, preserves President Hayes' 12,000-volume personal library along with archival material 
from his military and political career, particularly his presidency from 1877-1881. Over the years, the staff 
has expanded the collection to over 70,000 books which reflect Hayes' special interests, including 
genealogy and local history, and the Gilded Age period in which he lived.

A quick drive off the Ohio Turnpike, my experience at the Hayes Presidential Center was very enjoyable 
and educational. The museum provides insight into the life of Hayes and his wife, Lucy Webb Hayes, that 
cover their lives spent in Ohio and Washington, D.C. Some of the unique pieces include the chairs used 
by Hayes, and Ulysses S. Grant at Hayes’ presidential inauguration, Hayes’ Presidential Carriage, and 
the Bible he used when taking the oath of office as President of the United States. Two of the more 
interesting chapters of his life are also explored in detail; the first-his military service and how it was more 
important to Hayes than his political aspirations and the second-the disputed election of 1876.

When the Civil War began, Hayes volunteered to serve the state of Ohio. Then Governor William 
Dennison appointed Hayes to the rank of major in the 23rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry and Hayes quickly 
rose to the rank of major general. He was severely wounded on September 14, 1862, at the Battle of 
South Mountain and was wounded a total of four times, the most of any president. In 1864, while still in 
the army, Hayes was elected to Congress despite his refusal to campaign. Hayes wrote in his extensive 
diary that “an officer fit for duty who at this crisis would abandon his post to electioneer for a seat in 
Congress ought to be scalped.” Hayes did not take his seat until the Union had won the war.

Twelve short years later in the election of 1876, the Republicans nominated Hayes, then governor of 
Ohio, as their presidential nominee while the Democrats, out of power since 1861, selected Samuel J. 
Tilden, the governor of New York. The initial returns pointed to a Tilden victory, as the Democrats 
captured the swing states of Connecticut, Indiana, New Jersey, and New York. By midnight on Election 
Day, Tilden had 184 of the 185 electoral votes needed to win. He led the popular vote by 250,000. 

But Republicans refused to accept the result. They accused the Democrats of using physical intimidation 
and bribery to discourage African Americans from voting in the South.

The final outcome hinged on the disputed results in four states--Florida, Louisiana, Oregon, and South 
Carolina--which prevented either candidate from securing a majority of electoral votes.

Republicans accused Democrats in Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina of refusing to count African 
American and other Republican votes. Democrats, in turn, accused Republicans of ignoring many Tilden 
votes. In Florida, the Republicans claimed to have won by 922 votes out of about 47,000 cast. The 
Democrats claimed a 94 vote victory. Democrats charged that Republicans had ruined ballots in one pro-
Tilden Florida precinct by smearing them with ink.

Both Democrats and Republicans in Oregon acknowledged that Hayes had carried the state. But when 
the Democratic governor learned that one of the Republican electors was a federal employee and 
ineligible to serve as an elector, he replaced him with a Democratic elector. The Republican elector, 
however, resigned his position as a postmaster and claimed the right to cast his ballot for Hayes.

Florida, Louisiana, Oregon, and South Carolina each submitted two sets of electoral returns to Congress 
with different results. To resolve the dispute, Congress, in January 1877, established an electoral 
commission made up of five U.S. representatives, five senators, and five Supreme Court justices. The 
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justices included two Democrats, two Republicans, and Justice David Davis, who was considered to be 
independent. But before the commission could render a decision, Democrats in the Illinois legislature, 
under pressure from a nephew of Samuel Tilden, elected Davis to the U.S. Senate, in hopes that this 
would encourage Davis to support the Democrat. Instead, Davis recused himself and was replaced by 
Justice Joseph Bradley.

Bradley was a Republican, but he was considered one of the court's least political members. In the end, 
however, he voted with the Republicans. A Democrat representative from New York, Abraham Hewitt, 
later claimed that Bradley was visited at home by a Republican Senator on the commission, who argued 
that "whatever the strict legal equities, it would be a national disaster if the government fell into 
Democratic hands."

Bradley's vote produced an eight-to-seven ruling, along straight party lines, to award all the disputed 
elector votes to Rutherford B. Hayes. This result produced such acrimony that many feared it would incite 
a second civil war.

Democrats threatened to filibuster the official counting of the electoral votes to prevent Hayes from 
assuming the presidency.

At a meeting in February 1877 at Washington, D.C.'s Wormley Hotel (which was operated by an African 
American), Democratic leaders accepted Hayes's election in exchange for Republican promises to 
withdraw federal troops from the South, provide federal funding for internal improvements in the South, 
and name a prominent Southerner to the president's cabinet. When the federal troops were withdrawn, 
the Republican governments in Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina collapsed, bringing Reconstruction 
to a formal end.

Spiegel Grove
The Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Home

In addition to the museum, my $10.50 ticket (a solid value) also included a tour of the Hayes home-
Spiegel Grove. To my good fortune, I was the only person that took the 3:15pm tour. Normally about 25



11

minutes in length, my guide, Bill Pearce, provided me with a nearly 90 minute tour of the mansion. Bill 
provided me with unique insight and allowed me many opportunities to ask questions about the home and 
the Hayes’ time in Ohio.

Bill relayed that the home is currently undergoing restoration that is aimed at returning it to the state it 
was in during the Hayes’ time at Spiegel Grove. In one room, still open to visitors, exposed walls, doors 
and door frames reveal the beauty of the wood used in the home.

Bill Pearce

Some of the unique items within the home include a life sized portrait of President Hayes, Hayes’ 
collection of photographs from his days in the military, and in public life that are still hanging in his 
personal library, a crank telephone with the accompanying one page telephone directory listing General 
Hayes (not President Hayes) and his telephone number. The furniture pieces are beautifully maintained 
and include two pierces obtained during a “yard sale” by President Chester A. Arthur whom, coincidently, 
Hayes had fired from his post as the Collector for the Port of New York at the New York Customs House 
while Hayes worked to end patronage during his administration.

Rediscovering Rutherford B. Hayes through the Hayes Presidential Center was truly worth the time and 
was made even more worthwhile by the wealth of information provided by Bill Pearce during my tour of 
Spiegel Grove. I encourage anyone finding themselves within the vicinity of Fremont, Ohio to make the 
stop and discover the life and times of our 19th president.

For more information visit www.rbhayes.org.




