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Scott Walker to Announce Candidacy
for Governor Tuesday 4/28

Page 3

On Friday April 24, Milwaukee County Executive Scott Walker filed his paperwork to run for Governor.  
On Tuesday April 28, Walker plans to formally launch his candidacy for Governor during an 
announcement tour of the state.

Walker will visit Green Bay, the Wausau area, Eau Claire, the Madison area, and the Milwaukee area to 
outline his vision for a better future and a Wisconsin that we can believe in again.

Supporters are encouraged to register to attend an announcement event at www.scottwalker.org.

The details of the announcement tour are:

9:00am Fox Valley Metal Tech
1201 Parkview Road
Green Bay, WI  54304

11:00am Wausau Homes
10805 US Highway 51 South
Rothschild, WI  54474

1:15pm J&D Manufacturing
6198 US Highway 12
Eau Claire, WI  54701

3:30pm Henry Farms, LLC
7794 Patton Road
Dane, WI  53529

6:00pm Wisconsin Lutheran College
8800 West Bluemound Road
Wauwatosa, WI  53226

http://www.scottwalker.org
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Reclaiming Lincoln
by Scott K. Walker

Milwaukee County Executive

Pages 4-5

As 2009 is the Bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, we all should take the opportunity to admire 
and reflect upon Lincoln the Emancipator, Lincoln the man who single-handedly held the Nation together 
through its most troubled time, and Lincoln the Commander in Chief.

It is because Lincoln was a great Man and Great President that makes him such a current hot commodity, 
surprisingly among Barrack Obama and his Democrat Party. While it is not surprising that anyone would 
embrace Honest Abe over the likes of Jimmy Carter, Ted Kennedy, or Robert Byrd, both the Democrats 
and the mainstream media are attempting to cover up the most important Lincoln…Lincoln the 
Republican. It is time for Republicans to reclaim Lincoln from the Democrats. An examination of Abe 
Lincoln makes clear that his politics formed the Republican Party, and his beliefs are still the major planks 
in the GOP platform. 

Lincoln was a simple farm boy who through his own hard work, determination, and patience overcame 
obstacles, setbacks, and defeats to become President of the United States. His presidential campaign 
was built on the platform of free labor. At his Gettysburg Address, Lincoln famously said “Four score and 
seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.” This was not just lip service, as evidenced 
from the words of contemporaries like Frederick Douglas, former slave and early civil rights leader.
Douglas said Lincoln was “the first great man that I talked with in the United States freely who in no single 
instance reminded me of the difference between himself and myself, of the difference of color." 

Specifically, Lincoln was talking about ending the evils of slavery, but more broadly, he was emphasizing 
the equality for each person in the eyes of God and government. The belief that every individual should 
be free to succeed, or as the Declaration of Independence reads, that all people are created equal, and 
that all have the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This sentiment that all men are equal is 
evidenced in the Republican Party’s current platform of equal taxes on all, and opportunity for all 
regardless of race, gender, or age.

Contrast that with the tenants of the Barack Obama and the Democrat Party, who believe the way to treat 
everyone equally is restrict freedom, opportunity, and success through government sponsored taxes and 
regulation.

Although Wisconsin’s interaction with Lincoln was relatively limited, his beliefs have always guided 
Badger State Republicans. Governor Tommy Thompson made Wisconsin a great place to live, work, and 
raise a family. Mark Neumann was a foot soldier for Newt Gingrich’s Contract with America. Looking
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forward, America’s Dairyland is blessed to have young Republican leaders who share Lincoln’s beliefs, 
like Congressman Paul Ryan, Attorney General JB Van Hollen, and the Fitzgerald brothers. Building on 
our proud history and continuing to promote the beliefs of individualism, opportunity, achievement, and 
freedom, we can proudly and accurately proclaim to be the Party of Lincoln.

Walker serves the citizens of Milwaukee County as Executive and is a candidate for Wisconsin 
governor in 2010.

President George H.W. Bush and Mark

Here Come Higher Property 
Taxes

by Mark Rahmlow

Pages 5-6

Jim Doyle is about to increase property taxes dramatically. In doing so, the governor will be breaking a 
promise made during the State of the State and breaking the banks for the middle class families he 
vowed to protect.

“People in this state have reasonable expectations, and we can meet them. We can draw on our 
resources, and find the revenues we need to keep our priorities whole. And we can do it without raising 
taxes on middle class families,” Doyle told a receptive audience in February. What the governor meant is 
that he will not increase sales or income taxes to fund government programs in the next budget.

The Legislative Fiscal Bureau announced this week that property taxes will go up over $1 billion based on 
the numbers the governor used in his most recent budget. As home values continue to drop, the amount 
of money taxpayers send local governments and schools will increase 3.2 percent in 2009 and 4.5 
percent the following year. As homeowners sell for less, state government is itching for more.

With unemployment nearing double digits and foreclosures mounting, Doyle and legislative Democrats 
have decided that property taxpayers can absorb the losses. The irony is not lost on this writer that 
property taxes are about to balloon even as Assembly Speaker Mike Sheridan is convening a commission 
to investigate the reasons behind foreclosures. The commission will present its “conclusions and 
suggestions” in August, according to the Speaker.

Common sense ought to be telling these liberals that regressive property taxes will end up topping the 
list. How many more homeowners need to be in foreclosure before Sheridan and his group are 
enlightened? The Speaker already knows that Wisconsin foreclosures have “tripled since 2005” and the 
state’s economy stands to lose “$5 billion should foreclosure trends continue”. 

Homeowners have enough to worry about without state government adding to their stress. “While the 
[LFB] report estimates that the median-value home will lose approximately $6,800 in value over the next 
two years, the owners of that same home will be forced to pay $316 more in property taxes. It is 
irresponsible to raise taxes on families when our state is in one of the worst economic declines in 
decades,” Minority Leader State Sen. Scott Fitzgerald (R-Juneau) remarked. 
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If Democrats pass a budget that results in these property tax increases, they may quickly find themselves 
back in the minority after 2010. Every major public opinion poll for the last several years has told 
legislative leaders that property taxes concern homeowners and businesses alike. In 2006, it was 
reported that Wisconsin’s property taxes are 24 percent higher than the national average. 

To keep families and seniors in their homes, property tax relief needs to be enacted now, not in August. 
Ideally, Wisconsin should have a ballot initiative process like Arizona, Florida, or California where 
concerned citizens could force the issue during an election. Arizonans are currently fighting to have Prop 
13 placed on the election calendar to provide property tax relief. That’s not an option in Wisconsin.

Legislative Republicans, led by the Fitzgerald brothers, can follow the lead of Arizona though and 
introduce legislation limiting how quickly property taxes can rise on residential and commercial real 
estate. According to Prop13Arizona.com, the ballot initiative caps taxes “at 0.5% of valuation for all 
residential properties and 1% for all other real property”. It also “limits valuation increases to 2% per year”, 
and just the “purchase price will be used as the basis for taxation”.

Because it’s Republicans offering the proposal, it’s not very likely the proposal will be brought to a vote. 
That does not mean they should not try. Not only will homeowners know which representatives are on 
their side, it will put Democrats in the position of having to place a better offer on the table. State Rep. 
Mark Pocan (D-Madison) recently told reporters that the governor’s budget is “holding the line on property 
taxes”. 

That argument will be harder to make if the Fitzgerald brothers are successful in bringing the property tax 
debate to life. 

Rahmlow, once a radio personality, is a former field director for Tim Michels U.S. Senate campaign, 
and briefly served as Terri McCormick’s Campaign Manager in 2006. He also interned for former State 
Rep. Gregg Underheim (R-Oshkosh) and is a regular contributor to The Inside Scoop.

The First 100 Days – An Assault on Your 
Employer

by Kevin Petersen
Wisconsin State Representative

Pages 6-8

As taxpayers scurried to get their taxes filed by the April 15th deadline, a multitude of their fellow 
taxpayers congregated outside the state capitol and around the state in a Taxpayer “TEA” Party protest. 
“TEA” stands for Taxed Enough Already. 

Although 8000 individuals gathered on the capitol grounds, Wisconsin’s main stream media seemed to 
ignore the rally and its message. Additionally and not surprisingly, the same media ignored April 14th 
which marked the first 100 days of the 2009-2010 legislative session. 
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Last session the Republican led Assembly in the first 100 days bi-partisanly passed monumental 
legislation. Important measures like Comprehensive Election and Ethics Reform, Eliminating Sick Leave 
Benefits for Elected Officials, Partial Veto Reform, and a Photo ID Constitutional Amendment. 

Contrast last session’s to this present session’s first 100 days. For the first time in 14 years, the 
Democrats control the governor’s office, the Senate, and the Assembly. Since taking control, the 
Assembly leadership has cancelled 9 out of 16 scheduled session days. These 9 days could have been 
used to work together towards legislation which would aide employers in maintaining and creating jobs. 

While Wisconsin’s job-loss rate is at an all-time high, actions by Wisconsin Democrats continue to 
exacerbate job loses. In February Governor Doyle introduced and legislative Democrats passed a budget 
repair bill in 48 hours, with no public debate. Adopted on a straight party line vote, this bill raised taxes 
over $1.2 billion on Wisconsin’s families and employers. 

One of the most damaging aspects of the Budget Repair bill was combined reporting. Combined reporting 
is a new tax imposed on the operations of Wisconsin companies that are located in other states. This new 
tax sent a clear message to Wisconsin companies: the larger you grow, the more state government will 
take.

Governor Doyle is leading an all out assault on Wisconsin employers. Instead of policies promoting and 
expanding current businesses, along with encouraging new business growth, he and fellow Democrats 
have instead demonized Wisconsin employers with the following sound bites: "ending corporate 
welfare," "closing tax loopholes," "making businesses pay their fair share," "protecting 
workers," and "paying fair wages."

Their job-killing tax hikes and sound bites are already taking a toll. Wisconsin’s unemployment rate is at 
9.4 percent. That’s a 0.6 percent up tick over February’s 8.8 percent, and the first time since June, 2007 
that Wisconsin’s unemployment rate was higher than the national average, which was 9.0 percent in 
March. 

The last time Wisconsin’s unemployment rate was this high was 1982, when it topped out at 10.9 percent. 
Manufacturing lost more than 9,000 jobs last month, the most of any sector. 

Harley Davidson illustrates this growing trend. In January, the company stated it was eliminating 1,100 
factory and office jobs. Hundreds of those positions are in Milwaukee. 

On the day after protesters gathered in rallies against job killing tax hikes and policies, Harley announced 
an additional 400 blue collar jobs would be cut. Among reasons cited by the company was “a change in 
Wisconsin tax laws,” (i.e.: combined reporting) resulting in a $22.5 million charge against this quarter’s 
earnings. 

As more and more employers are closing, initiating lay offs, or leaving for other states, Governor Doyle 
remains silently absent in improving Wisconsin’s business environment. 

The governor’s tired argument that businesses don’t pay enough in taxes just doesn’t fly when every day 
brings more and more layoffs. To make this issue even worse, the Governor’s 2009-2011 budget 
proposal would increase taxes an additional $3.18 billion above the $1.2 billion already passed in 
February. 
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While Governor Doyle invents ways to tax our state’s employers, Minnesota’s Governor Pawlenty is 
urging his legislature to cut Minnesota's business tax rate in half. His proposal would reduce the current 
9.8 percent business tax rate to 4.8 percent over the next six years. He justifies the move will take his 
state from having one of the worst business tax rates in the country, to having one of the best, in an effort 
to keep and attract more jobs. 

Those who target businesses to pay for the state’s endless spending refuse to acknowledge that every 
tax increase grabs money out of Wisconsin’s employers’ hands - the very money used towards 
employees’ salaries and benefits and for job creating expansions.

Petersen serves the citizens of the 40th District in the Wisconsin State Assembly.

Democrats Close "Las Vegas Loophole"
Kill Wisconsin Jobs

by Mike Huebsch
Wisconsin State Representative

Pages 8-9

On February 13, I reported that Governor Doyle and Democrats who run the state legislature introduced 
a new tax known as combined reporting, passed it and signed it into law in just 72 hours. Dubbed the 
"Las Vegas Loophole" by Democrats, combined reporting, in its simplest terms, requires all subsidiaries 
of a Wisconsin-based corporations to file one income tax return. With this change, they can tax a 
Wisconsin business's operations in other states and add $215 million to the state coffers.

Democrats pledged that, under the new law, corporations currently ducking the Wisconsin corporate 
income tax would have to pay their “fair share.” They pointed to Microsoft, McDonald's, Pepsi, Sears, 
Kimberly Clark, Boston Market, and K-mart as scofflaws who supposedly left their tax bill unpaid and let 
Wisconsin families make up the difference.    

But the Democrats misled taxpayers. Proof came last week when Wisconsin-based Harley Davidson 
announced that combined reporting meant a $22.5 million reduction in its first quarter earnings.

Every company selling a product in Wisconsin isn’t required to pay corporate income taxes, only those 
headquartered here. Microsoft and the rest didn’t pay income taxes before the Democrats rammed 
through a $215 million tax hike and that hasn’t changed.

Taxing jobs out of Wisconsin in the current economy is foolish. But to do it under false pretenses is 
malicious. As Mark Twain said, a lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is still putting on 
its shoes. In the case of combined reporting, the truth didn’t catch up with the Democrats’ tale fast 
enough and the consequences for Wisconsin companies will be severe. In the case of Harley Davidson, 
combined reporting and declining sales mean the elimination of 400 jobs.   

Few successful corporations will escape combined reporting. Western Wisconsin employers like La 
Crosse-based CenturyTel and Arcadia's Ashley Furniture will likely pay more taxes as well.
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Nothing in the so-called “Wisconsin Stimulus” bill, that was hammered out in secret and passed before 
any meaningful analysis could occur, or the proposed 2009-11 state budget will create jobs or combat 
the recession. In fact, the actions of Governor Doyle and legislative Democrats during the last four 
months mean Wisconsin will continue to struggle even after the national economy turns around. Instead 
of partnering with employers to pass reforms that will get people back to work, Wisconsin Democrats are 
forcing them to bankroll an explosion in state government spending.   

The Milwaukee Business Journal reported just last month that Chief Executive magazine named 
Wisconsin the 9th worst state in the nation to do business.  Higher taxes and burdensome regulations 
mean that all too often, employers are choosing to relocate or expand in other states and Wisconsin is 
bleeding jobs.

This month, Thomas Products in Sheboygan announced plans to consolidate production operations in 
Monroe, Louisiana, eliminating more than 300 Wisconsin jobs. While Wisconsin's state and local tax 
burden ranked 10th in the nation in 2008, according to the Taxpayers Network, Louisiana's ranked 43rd. 
In addition, Louisiana offered incentives that company leaders said would hold costs down. Those same 
leaders were wooed by Governor Bobby Jindal while Governor Doyle was in Spain learning about that 
country's high-speed rail system. 

At the same time, Glendale, Wisconsin-based Johnson Controls announced that its first production 
facility for lithium-ion batteries will be built in Holland, Michigan. While Wisconsin is raising corporate 
taxes, Michigan offered one of our home-grown companies $148 million of tax breaks to create jobs for 
workers in that state.

Earlier this year, IBM chose Dubuque, Iowa for a new facility that will employ 1,300 high tech workers by 
the end of next year. Iowa’s Governor Chet Culver was instrumental in striking a deal that included 
IBM’s agreement to lease a downtown Dubuque building for 10 years.

Just this week TRW Automotive, located in Ettrick, Wisconsin, population 520, announced it is closing its 
doors and eliminating 75 jobs.

Wisconsin’s unemployment rate was 9.4 percent in March, 4.4 percentage points higher than one year 
ago according to the Department of Workforce Development (DWD). January’s unemployment rate was 
7.7 percent and February’s was 8.8, indicating an alarming trend. The unemployment rate in the La 
Crosse area is 7.7 percent, up .7 percentage points from a month ago and 3.1 percent from a year ago.

With 41 states already a more inviting place for employers to set up shop, more taxes and a “business is 
the enemy” approach toward economic development, these jobs loss numbers are likely to continue 
heading in the wrong direction. The Democrats’ treatment of Wisconsin businesses amounts to showing 
them the door and sending our jobs packing with them. Until Democrats recognize that employers are 
not the enemy, our neighboring states will continue to benefit from their mistakes.

Huebsch serves the 94th District in the Wisconsin State Assembly and is the former Speaker of the 
Assembly.
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Wisconsin Jobs at a Glance
by Phil Montgomery

Wisconsin State Representative

Pages 10-11

Recently the Legislative Reference Bureau published a map of Wisconsin’s 72 counties with the 
corresponding unemployment rates in each county and metropolitan area. Take a look at the February 
2009 unemployment rates for some of the major metropolitan areas in the state: 

Beloit--16.9%
Racine--15.6%
Janesville--14.6%
Milwaukee--10.3%
Green Bay--11.9%
Madison--5.0%

So what’s Madison got that Green Bay doesn’t? A whole lot of government jobs that taxpayers across the 
state are paying for. 

You may remember that in 2002 when Governor Doyle first ran for office, he promised to eliminate 10,000 
unnecessary government jobs. After checking with the non-partisan Legislative Reference Bureau, I’ve 
confirmed that fewer than 100 state taxpayer-funded government jobs have been eliminated since 2002. 

Don’t get me wrong. There are many state government jobs that actually save the taxpayers’ money. For 
instance, this week I met with State Engineering Association members from Ashwaubenon. Cost-benefit 
analysis reports show time and again that state engineers save taxpayers money while enabling road 
projects to get underway more quickly. 

Thoughtful consideration of the benefit of each state taxpayer-funded position should be required, as was 
Governor Doyle’s position back in 2002. 

That leaves legislators on the budget committee with some important decisions: fund more government 
positions on the taxpayers’ dime, or allow businesses across the state to invest their own money to 
expand their business and create new family-supporting jobs? 

I believe it’s time to put the needs of local workers, families and hometown job-creating businesses ahead 
of the wants of government bureaucracy.

Unfortunately, this week legislative Democrats on the budget-writing committee disagreed with me and 
many of the constituents I’ve been hearing from, as they approved millions in new government spending 
and even supported adding a position in the Lieutenant Governor’s office. I have a great deal of respect 
for our Lieutenant Governor, but legislative Democrats should feel the heat for outspending even 
Governor Doyle in these tough times. 
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Adding positions to the Lieutenant Governor’s office and the Madison bureaucracy doesn’t count as a real 
job-creation plan, and taxpayers shouldn’t have to work even harder to support new state government 
positions rubber-stamped by legislative Democrats. 

Throughout the budget debate, I’ll support measures that create jobs and bring businesses here to 
Northeast Wisconsin. I will not support tax and spending increases that do nothing to improve the 
economy, but instead enable more government spending. 

State Representative Phil Montgomery represents Wisconsin’s 4th Assembly District which includes the 
communities of Allouez, Ashwaubenon, De Pere and Green Bay. He currently serves as a member of 
the legislature’s Joint Finance Committee.
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Scoop Sports

Audiocast with Matt Erickson
Former Major Leaguer, Appleton Native, and 

Timber Rattler Hitting Coach 
by Rick Sense

Page 12

On April 8, Matt Erickson sat down to for a Q & A session regarding his return to Appleton as the 
Wisconsin Timber Rattler hitting coach, the Milwaukee Brewers relationship with the T-Rats, his first hit off 
of future Hall of Famer Greg Maddux and what to expect from the 2009 Wisconsin Timber Rattler team.  
To listen click here.

Rattlers Win Border Battle
by Chris Mehring

The Voice of the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers

Pages 12-13

MILWAUKEE, WI - The border belongs to the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers after a 5-3 win over the Peoria Chiefs in 
front of 17,880 at Miller Park on Friday night. Wisconsin first baseman Brock Kjeldgaard drove in three runs, including 
a two-run homer in the fifth inning to put the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers ahead for good. 

Wisconsin (7-6) scored first for the first time in the series. The first three batters of the bottom of the first inning 
reached to load the sacks. Kjeldgaard lined a hard one-hop shot to short that was turned into a 6-4-3 double play, but 
the runner at third scored for a 1-0 lead. 

But, Peoria (5-8) scored a couple of runs in the top of the third. Junior Lake tripled with one out and Rattler starting 
pitcher Wily Peralta walked Tony Campana. During Josh Harrison's at bat, Campana broke for second. The throw 
was late, but second baseman Brett Lawrie missed the catch. As the ball trickled into right-center, Lake streaked for 
home and scored to tie the game. Harrison would knock in Campana with an RBI grounder and the Chiefs were up 2-
1. 

http://www.theinsidescoop.us/matterickson.htm
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An RBI grounder by Nelson Perez in the top of the fourth inning extended the Peoria lead to 3-1. 

The Rattlers rallied in the bottom of the fifth. Michael Marseco started the inning with a double. Cutter Dykstra 
followed with a double to left that drove in Marseco. Two outs later, Dykstra was at third and Kjeldgaard stepped to 
the plate. The right-handed first baseman drove an 0-1 pitch from Aaron Shafer over the Timber Rattler bullpen in 
right field for a two-run homer and a 4-3 Wisconsin lead. 

Kjeldgaard gave the Rattlers a 5-3 lead when he drew a bases loaded walk in the bottom of the eighth inning. 

Jim Henderson closed out the Chiefs with a scoreless ninth. 

For Timber Rattler ticket information go to www.timberrattlers.com.

Blizzard Comeback Falls Short 
Against the Twisters

Page 13

A second-half rally by the Blizzard was not enough as the Arkansas Twisters handed Green Bay their 
second loss of the season. An interception on the Twister’s opening drive by DL Anthony Hoke helped 
create momentum early for Green Bay. However, on the position change, DB Brandon Freeman 
intercepted a QB Gino Guidugli (10 of 28 for 115 yards, 3 TDs and 1 INT) pass which slowed Green 
Bay’s attack. 

Leading the rushing attack was Green Bay FB Orlando Medlock (4 for 26 yards) who secured the game’s 
longest run of 18 yards. Wide receivers Shadrack Okoebor (6 for 74 yds) and Robert Garth (6 for 55 yds 
and 3 TDs) proved to be Green Bay’s top threats through the air. QB Mark Nicolet (6 of 8 for 64 yds, 2 
TD’s) entered the game in the first drive of the fourth quarter. 

Nearly 6,000 Blizzard fans witnessed an unsuccessful comeback at the US Cellular Field at the Resch 
Center. The Blizzard will be on the road next week for the first game against their new interstate rival the 
Milwaukee Iron. This first game will set the tone for supremacy over arena football in the state. The 
Blizzard’s next home game will be Friday, May 8th against the Iowa Barnstormers when the fans will be 
treated to a high school tug-o-war challenge. 

http://www.timberrattlers.com

